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	Immigration and Asylum
Holyrood Parliamentary Motions
Helen Eadie (S3M-1147)  Eastern European Slavic Centre—That the Parliament congratulates the Scottish Bulgarian Association on its work towards the establishment of a Slavic cultural centre in the east of Scotland; notes that the new centre will help to promote sharing of knowledge and understanding between the people of Scotland, Bulgaria, Romania, Ukraine and Moldova; recognises the challenges that eastern Europeans face when settling in Scotland either on a temporary or permanent basis and hopes that both local and central government and the appropriate agencies will do everything possible in support; further notes that 30,000 British people have now bought property in Bulgaria and that constituents across Scotland, like Betty and Bill Miller of Dalgety Bay, stay, like many other pensioners, from March to September where their pensions enable them to enjoy a lifestyle which they treasure in the summer sunshine in a country that has so many similarities to Scotland in its geography and friendliness and opportunities for celebrating our growth in knowledge of this country, that was for too long behind
Motion continues on following page


	Immigration and Asylum

Holyrood Parliamentary Motions (continued)
Motion continued from previous page:
the Iron Curtain, and its people; and celebrates the fact that many of the people arriving from these countries bring key skills, talents and professionalism such as Nikolai Zhelev, the honorary consul for Bulgaria in Scotland and also professor of contemporary science and medicine, with his work incorporating new developments in cancer medicine at the University of Abertay, Dundee, who is one of the driving forces behind establishing the Slavic cultural centre in the east of Scotland.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-08/bb-01-16f.htm 

Margo MacDonald (S3M-1145) Maximising Migrants’ Opportunities—That the Parliament welcomes the contribution made by migrants from eastern Europe to the economy of the Lothians and Scotland; recognises that many are in employment that does not utilise their skills and qualifications; notes the current shortage of skills in the Scottish workforce and suggests that the Scottish Government undertakes a pilot scheme to better match the education and work experience of migrants with the skills shortages in Scotland, and further suggests that a welcome centre in Edinburgh airport could identify migrants’ qualifications and facility with the English language and provide advice on employment, training courses and other services.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-08/bb-01-16f.htm
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Peter Lilley [177758]: How many overseas students had their visas extended in the latest period for which figures are available; and what proportion of those granted extension in that period had previously received an extension. 

Julian Brazier [177760]: What estimate she has made of the number of student visa holders who overstayed in the last period for which figures are available; and what steps she is taking to remove them. 

Desmond Swayne [177766]: How many foreign students have failed to leave the UK when their visas expired in the last 12 months for which figures are available.

Reply from Liam Byrne: Some 134,240 applicants were granted extensions of stay in the UK as students in 2006. Although figures are not available for those previously granted extensions in that category, the fact of a previous extension would have been taken into account. Exit controls were phased out from 1994, but from this year we are reinstating those controls so that we can count people in and out of the country, identifying those who have no right to be here.

Peter Lilley: I am grateful to the Minister for that reply. I understand why he mumbled it; he must be embarrassed now that it has been shown that 60 per cent. of overseas students in this country have their original visas extended. That must also be a source of embarrassment to the Home Secretary, given that she told her Department to relax student visa controls.
Question and answer session continues on following page



	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Question and answer session continued from previous page:
Can the Minister, above all, tell us why students from rich countries do not extend their visas? Only 1 per cent. of those from America do, for example. However, the situation is different in respect of students from poor countries, which desperately need them to return when they have qualified. Some 80 per cent. of those from China overstay their original visas, while 90 per cent. and 140 per cent. of students from the Indian subcontinent and Africa respectively are allowed to do so. When will the Minister realise that that is the biggest loophole in immigration control and that it should be taken seriously and not relaxed?

Reply from Liam Byrne: Back in 2005, the right hon. Gentleman wrote wisely for the Centre for Policy Studies that taking a draconian approach to limiting immigration to this country would have a detrimental effect on our economy. We can see that in higher education. International education is now worth £12.5 billion to this economy and international students bring in £8.5 billion to our colleges. I agree with the right hon. Gentleman that there is a need for tougher controls on students and every other foreign national. That is why we no longer issue visas without checking people’s fingerprints and why we will introduce identity cards on a compulsory basis, including for students, for those who want to stay in the country for longer than six months. However, the Conservative party appears not to be prepared to match that security measure.

Mr. Brazier: Some 309,000 students came in last year, a 9 per cent. increase on the previous year. Does the Minister accept that policing the issue, which is important—students are welcome to come to this country—is an important part of any successful system of immigration control? Will he tell the House whether newspaper reports that immigration officers have been told that chasing up overstayers is a low priority are true or false?

Reply from Liam Byrne: Ministers, of course, do not comment on leaked documents. However, I can and will say that there was a good deal of selective quotation of the memo in question. Actually, the thrust of the document from the strategic director for enforcement was to ask enforcement officers to check whether the student in question was an enforcement priority. As it turned out, he had filled in his application form in time, but his credit card details were incorrect.

The thrust of the hon. Gentleman’s question was about the broader point of enforcement priorities. I make no apology for prioritising deportation for those who pose a threat to public safety and may harm the public. That is why we have prioritised the deportation of foreign national prisoners. We not only met the Prime Minister’s target of deporting 4,000 foreign national prisoners last year, but exceeded it, having deported 4,200—an 80 per cent. increase on the year before.

To continue reading the lengthy question and answer session see:

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm080114/debtext/80114-0001.htm#0801142000012 




	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Rosie Cooper [177767]: What progress has been made on implementation of the points-based migration system.

Reply from Meg Hillier: The points-based system is on track to start in 80 days. Initially it will apply to highly skilled migrants who contribute significantly to the growth and productivity of the United Kingdom economy. When it is fully implemented in 2009, it will reduce routes of entry to the UK from over 60 to five.

Rosie Cooper: Does my hon. Friend agree that the correct way to manage economic migration is to base it on both the assessment of how many migrants the economy needs in different sectors and the effects that those migrants are having on the individual communities, rather than just going for an arbitrary limit?

Reply from Meg Hillier: I agree wholeheartedly with my hon. Friend. We need a clear understanding of what skills the UK needs. That is why we set up the migration advisory committee, which will advise the Government about where there are labour shortages. We have also set up the migration impacts forum, which advises local public sector providers and others about the impact on public services. We will determine whether we need to suspend any of the tiers on the basis of evidence, not an arbitrary cap.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm080114/debtext/80114-0003.htm#0801142000019 

John Randall [171518]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what estimate she has made of the number of asylum seekers who have exhausted all avenues of appeals in England in each year since 1997.

Reply from Liam Byrne: Information on asylum decisions and appeals relating to asylum seekers in particular areas of the UK is not available since applications are for asylum in the UK and not any particular part of it (and we do not generally require asylum seekers to reside in a particular location). Also, asylum seekers can leave the UK voluntarily at any time and some do so without informing the authorities.

Information on appeal rights exhausted is published annually; information prior to 2003 is not available. Copies of these publications are available from the Library of the House and from the Home Office Research, Development and Statistics website at:

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/immigration1.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm080114/text/80114w0049.htm#08011543000125

James Clappison [177338]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many (a) asylum seekers and (b) dependants of asylum seekers have been given leave to remain in the UK in each year since 1997, broken down by type of leave granted.

Reply from Liam Byrne: Information on the annual number of asylum seekers and dependants of asylum seekers given leave to enter is available from the annual Statistical Bulletin Asylum Statistics United Kingdom. Copies of these publications are available from the Library of the House and from the Home Office Research, Development and Statistics website at: http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/immigration1.html.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm080114/text/80114w0049.htm#08011543000125 


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
James Clappison [177479]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department further to the answer of 17 December 2007, Official Report, column 951W, on deportation, how many of the 72,550 asylum applicants removed from the UK between April 2003 and September 2007 were (a) enforced removals, (b) persons refused entry at port within the UK and subsequently removed, (c) persons refused entry outside the UK at juxtaposed controls, (d) persons leaving voluntarily after enforcement action had been initiated against them, (e) persons leaving under assisted voluntary return programmes run by the International Organisation for Migration and (f) persons otherwise voluntarily leaving the UK.

Reply from Liam Byrne: Between April 2003 and September 2007, 72,550 asylum applicants, including dependants, were removed, including voluntary departures. Of these, 42,325 were removed as a result of enforcement action (including voluntary departures and persons leaving voluntarily after enforcement action had been initiated against them), 14,495 were refused entry at port and subsequently removed (including cases dealt with at juxtaposed controls), and 15,730 departed under Assisted Voluntary Return Programmes run by the International Organization for Migration. These data have been rounded to the nearest five and may not sum to the overall total due to independent rounding.

These figures include management information on the breakdown of dependants of asylum applicants removed in 2003. This information has not been quality assured under National Statistics protocols and should be treated as provisional.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm080114/text/80114w0050.htm#08011543000133 

James Clappison [177399]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what instructions have been given to immigration officers on the deportation of students who overstay their visas; what assessment she has made of the effectiveness of enforcement measures in respect of student overstayers; and if she will make a statement.

Reply from Liam Byrne: A person who stays in the United Kingdom (UK) beyond the time limit specified by his/her leave, an overstayer, is liable to administrative removal under section 10 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999. The Operational Enforcement Manual (OEM) provides guidance and information for officers dealing with enforcement (after entry) immigration matters. Chapters 10 and 11 of the OEM specifically deal with persons liable to administrative removal under section 10 and administrative removal procedures respectively.

A copy of the OEM is available to view in the House Library and on the Border and Immigration Agency website at:

http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/oem/oemsectionb/
Intelligence-led operations are conducted every day of the week across the country to detect and remove those people who have breached UK immigration laws and in 2006 we removed over 63,000 people altogether, including amongst others failed asylum seekers and overstayers.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm080114/text/80114w0050.htm#08011543000134 


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
James Clappison [162957]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what the pass rate was of those taking the (a) English language test and (b) Life in the UK test with a view to obtaining UK citizenship in each year since these requirements were introduced; and how many people (i) took and (ii) passed these tests in each year, broken down by nationality.

Reply from Liam Byrne: The English Language tests are provided by a variety of further education, adult and community colleges across the UK and information on the numbers taking these courses and the pass rate for these courses is not available.

The Knowledge of Life (KOL) test was introduced in November 2005 for citizenship applicants. The overall pass rate since the test was introduced is 67.5 per cent. A breakdown of the numbers taking the test for each year with a view to applying for citizenship is as follows:

During 2005 (October to December), 7,398 took the test, 5,249 passed (71 per cent.) and 2,149 failed.

During 2006, 155,877 took the test, 105,402 passed (67.6 per cent.) and 50,475 failed.

During 2007 (January to October) 195,319 took the test, 131,549 passed (67.4 per cent.) and 63,770 failed.

The aforementioned information is based on the information provided by applicants when taking their test. In April 2007 the Home Office extended the Knowledge of Life test to those applying for settlement in the UK. Some applicants who intended to apply for citizenship may have in error selected settlement as the reason for taking their test.

The pass rates for different nationalities are set out in the tables placed in the House Library. This information is based on the nationality selected by applicants when taking their test. Some applicants through human error may select the wrong nationality.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm080114/text/80114w0052.htm#08011543000147 
Harry Cohen [177064]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department if she will consider a system of pre-paid cards for asylum seekers as an alternative to the existing vouchers.

Reply from Liam Byrne: Destitute asylum seekers who have been assessed as eligible for asylum support receive cash on a weekly basis by presenting their application registration card at a nominated post office.

Those refused asylum whose appeal rights are exhausted and who are unable to leave the UK immediately due to circumstances beyond their control may receive support under section 4 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 (IAA 1999). Section 4 support comprises self-catering accommodation with vouchers to purchase food and essential toiletries.

There are no plans to change these arrangements.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm080114/text/80114w0049.htm#08011543000125



	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Lord Avebury asked Her Majesty's Government  [HL315]: How, on the basis of closed-circuit television footage alone and without further investigation, when a complaint by a detainee alleging that there has been a wrongful use of control and restraint on him is referred to them by a unit of the Border and Immigration Agency (BIA), the police can be satisfied invariably that the use of control and restraint was both reasonable in its application and technically correct, as stated in Master Number 39 of the BIA Response to the Complaints Audit Committee Annual Report 2006-07.

Reply from Lord West of Spithead: As indicated in the Border and Immigration Agency's response to the Complaints Audit Committee's annual report, the agency makes CCTV footage available to the police to assist them in reaching a decision. The conduct of an investigation by the police is an operational matter for the chief officer of the force concerned. Any complaints relating to the conduct of an investigation should be referred to the individual chief officer.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldhansrd/text/80115w0001.htm#080115106000003 

Lord Hylton asked Her Majesty's Government [HL1126]: How many persons were held in detention and removal centres at the most recent dates for which figures are available; of those, how many were (a) women, (b) children, and (c) former sentenced prisoners due for deportation; and what is the current total capacity of the detention estate.

Reply from Lord West of Spithead: The Home Office publishes a quarterly snapshot of people detained solely under Immigration Act powers on the last Saturday of each quarter, broken down by gender and people recorded as being under 18 at the time of the snapshot. The latest published information pertains to persons detained as at 29 September 2007 and is published in the quarterly web-based asylum statistics bulletin and in the annual statistical bulletin Asylum Statistics United Kingdom. These statistics exclude persons detained in prison establishments, police cells and those detained under both criminal and immigration powers.

Children are detained in only two limited circumstances: first, as part of a family group whose detention is considered appropriate; secondly, when unaccompanied, while alternative care arrangements are made and normally only overnight. While the detention of families with children is very regrettable, it nevertheless remains necessary in appropriate cases in order to maintain an effective immigration control and to tackle abuses of the asylum system.

Information on the number of people who were detained awaiting deportation after completing their sentence is not available.

The current total capacity of the immigration detention estate is 2,557 beds.

Copies of the publications and others relating to immigration to the UK are available from the Library of the House and from the Home Office Research, Development and Statistics Directorate website at www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/immigration1.html.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldhansrd/text/80115w0001.htm#080115106000004



	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Lord Marlesford asked Her Majesty's Government [HL296]: What is the number of people who have overstayed their legal temporary residency in the United Kingdom; and how many such individuals have been detected in each of the last 12 months. 

Reply from (Lord West of Spithead: As the then Home Secretary set out in his evidence to the Home Affairs Select Committee on 23 May 2006, following the dismantling of routine embarkation controls beginning in 1994, no Government have been able to produce an accurate figure for the number of people who are in the country illegally, and that remains the case.

A clear goal has been set to reintroduce systems to count everyone in and out of United Kingdom (UK). The e-Borders programme, scheduled to commence in 2008, will strengthen and modernise our border control including providing an electronic record of all those entering and leaving the UK.

In the mean time, targeted embarkation controls continue to take place at major ports to identify failed asylum seekers and other immigration offenders who are leaving the UK, and the Border and Immigration Agency is reviewing its capacity to extend these.

The total number of individuals arrested on enforcement visits between December 2006 and November 2007 is 10,662. It is difficult to ascertain exactly how many of those arrested overstayed their temporary residence, without looking at their case files. However, a proportion of these individuals will have overstayed their leave. The monthly breakdown of this figure is attached at Annexe A. These data are based on management information and are not a national statistic. They should be treated as provisional as they are subject to change.
Annexe A
Number of individuals who have been arrested in each of the last 12 months as a result of enforcement visits 

December 2006

619

January 2007

1,110

February 2007

819

March 2007

926

April 2007

850

May 2007

976

June 2007

942

July 2007

924

August 2007

884

September 2007

819

October 2007

956

November 2007

837

Total

10,662

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldhansrd/text/80115w0001.htm#080115106000006   


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Baroness Hanham: asked Her Majesty’s Government: What are the police-like powers to be given to the single border force as announced by the Minister for Borders and Immigration, Liam Byrne, on 14 January; and whether those powers will require primary or secondary legislation.

Reply from Lord West of Spithead: My Lords, immigration and customs officers at the border already exercise police-like powers in targeting smuggling and immigration crime. Building on this principle, the new powers in the UK Borders Act 2007 enable designated immigration officers to improve support to the police. In line with the border review, we will work with Customs and police in identifying what further border-strengthening legislation may be required.

Baroness Hanham: My Lords, I thank the Minister for that reply. However, does he not agree that police-like powers are really not good enough, that the designated immigration officers are able to detain the suspect or escapee for a limited period of only three hours and that those powers are inferior to those of a police officer, whose presence will still be required to perform an arrest of the held person? Will the Government implement a proper borders police force with full powers to deal with all matters relating to the control of our borders and, if so, when?

Reply from Lord West of Spithead: My Lords, the noble Baroness raises some important points. When we reviewed this, we found that there were some arguments in favour of a consolidated border police force of the type discussed. However, there were also strong arguments against that—with concerns about matters such as local accountability, ability to respond to new threats in particular areas and deployability of those police—which made it quite complex and something we felt we should not move straight into. This will be looked at further. However, establishing this force will make a considerable and real difference to the security of our borders.

Baroness Carnegy of Lour: My Lords, will the noble Lord confirm that the police-like powers possessed by immigration officers still do not extend to Scotland, where many of the borders are? So the system is really pretty weak.

Reply from Lord West of Spithead: My Lords, the noble Baroness is correct—the powers do not apply to Scotland. Immigration is, of course, a reserved matter, like Customs and Excise issues. However, stopping, for example, a man known to be guilty of a burglary in some part of the country, is not. It is for the Scottish Executive and Parliament to determine whether they should replicate these powers. We understand that the new Scottish Administration has given a commitment to review this. As far as the Government are concerned, it would make sense if we all handled these matters in the same way.
To continue reading the extended question and answer session see:
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldhansrd/text/80117-0002.htm#08011776000010 




	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
The Earl of Sandwich asked Her Majesty's Government [HL1103]: What analysis has been carried out of the number of immigration detainees who are moved from one detention centre to another, and on what grounds a detainee would be moved five times or more within any detention centre estate.

Reply from Lord West of Spithead: There has been no analysis carried out of the number of immigration detainees who are moved from one removal centre to another. Moves of detainees are kept to a minimum but are necessary in managing a national and dispersed removal estate. A detainee could be moved several times to make optimum use of the detention space available and for his/her own needs.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldhansrd/text/80115w0001.htm#080115106000005
Westminster Early Day Motion
David Howarth (695) Spouse Visas - That this House condemns the Home Office ruling that a foreign national with a genuine and subsisting marriage to a British national who needs to regularise their stay in the United Kingdom must either return to their country of origin, accompanied by their British spouse and British young children, to apply for a United Kingdom spouse visa, which often entails a visit to a hostile environment which presents an unacceptable risk, or must travel alone and face an indefinite separation resulting in a stressful disruption to family life and support; welcomes the ruling of the Court of Appeal in AB (Jamaica) v Secretary of State for the Home Department that a spouse who had married an overseas overstayer was entitled to have his right to a family life to be taken into account, although he was not a formal party to the proceedings seeking the removal of the overstayer; and calls for the Home Office to exercise the granting of discretionary leave to remain in the United Kingdom even when the requirements of the Rules are not met but where there are genuine reasons under Article 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights, relating to the right to respect for parents and family life, which make removal inappropriate.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/80115e01.htm 
Press Releases 
Home Secretary to ratify anti-trafficking treaty

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/about-us/news/human-traffic-treaty 

Ten point plan for border protection and immigration reform - first milestone met as fingerprint checks go global

http://bia.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/newsarticles/tenpointplan 

Changes to transitional measures for senior care workers

http://www.bia.homeoffice.gov.uk/workingintheuk/workpermits/workpermitarrangements/businessandcommercialworkpermits/seniorcareworkers/ 


	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
New publication
Regional report on detention of asylum seekers and irregular migrants 

http://www.detention-in-europe.org/images/stories/10%20nms%20report%20final.pdf 
News
'New Scots' from Poland doing us proud  

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/scotland/39New-Scots39-from-Poland-doing.3667934.jp
New rule on fingerprints for UK visitors   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/politics/New-rule-on-fingerprints-for.3668754.jp
Contribution of migrant workers praised   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=19553359&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221
Security guards hired to spy on illegal migrants   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/politics/article3216808.ece
I’m an immigrant - call me Kevin   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/article3216741.ece
Migration by Poles 'out of control'    

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml;jsessionid=EBXOTSURORHYTQFIQMGCFFWAVCBQUIV0?xml=/news/2008/01/19/npoles119.xml
Boy with sickle cell anaemia to be deported

http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/this_britain/article3350918.ece 
TOP



	Race Relations
New publications
The Power of Belonging
http://www.ippr.org.uk/members/download.asp?f=%2Fecomm%2Ffiles%2Fpower%5Fof%5Fbelonging%5Fsummary%5Ffinal%2Epdf 
Citizenship Survey April-September 2007, England & Wales
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/650953 


	Race Relations (continued)
News
400 groups sign charter for European Muslims

http://euobserver.com/9/25444/?rk=1 

Dreda Say Mitchell: It's not only white people fleeing our city centres    

http://comment.independent.co.uk/commentators/article3345138.ece
TOP



	Racism
Westminster Parliamentary Question
Jo Swinson [170297]: To ask the Minister for Women and Equality what the Government's policy is on the introduction of a religious harassment offence covering insulting or abusive language. 

Reply from Barbara Follett: The Government introduced statutory protection from harassment on grounds of religion or belief in employment and vocational training in 2003, as part of the Employment Equality (Religion or Belief) Regulations. As a consequence, where an individual is subjected to unwanted conduct in the workplace, which violates their dignity or creates an intimidating, hostile, degrading or offensive environment for them, they have recourse to a civil remedy through employment tribunal.

As part of the Discrimination Law Review, we recently consulted on the possibility of extending similar statutory protection from harassment on grounds of religion or belief in the provision of goods, facilities and services, education in schools, the management or disposal of premises and in the exercise of public functions.

The Government Equalities Office is currently analysing over 4,000 responses which were received as a result of the consultation, and we will carefully consider the views expressed in these responses before any decisions are taken.

The aim of any provisions in this area would be to clarify the existing protection from less favourable treatment because of a person’s religion or belief when accessing goods, facilities or services, offered by part 2 (religion or belief) of the Equality Act 2006. If we decided to legislate in this area, it would not affect social interaction between private individuals, or prevent proselytising in the street. As with the employment provisions, harassment provisions in this context would give rise to civil remedies, not create any criminal offences of religious harassment.

The separate, criminal offence of incitement to religious hatred came into force on 1 October 2007. This covers threatening words and behaviour which is intended to stir up religious hatred.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm080114/text/80114w0001.htm#08011422000024


	Racism (continued)
New publication
The drivers of Black and Asian people’s perceptions of racial discrimination by public services
Report: http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/652045 

Summary: http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/654397 
News
Glasgow racism crimes league tables, beat by beat   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/_images/misc/pdf/180108racism.pdf
Asian stabbed for 'being a terrorist'   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/scotland/Asian-stabbed-for-39being-a.3681562.jp
A cross to bear   

http://commentisfree.guardian.co.uk/terry_sanderson/2008/01/a_cross_to_bear.html
Foreign Office sued for sex and race discrimination    

http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/legal/article3345160.ece
Twenty-two city workers face the sack over race hate e-mail   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/edinburgh/Twentytwo-city--workers-face.3690836.jp
Row over insulting email   

http://www.sundayherald.com/news/heraldnews/display.var.1979199.0.row_over_insulting_email.php
Des Browne aide: Scotland is narrow, Presbyterian and racist   

http://news.scotsman.com/scotland/Des-Browne-aide-Scotland-is.3691744.jp
Incidents of racism rise by one fifth   

http://news.scotsman.com/scotland/Incidents-of-racism-rise-by.3691602.jp
Labour aide brands Scotland as racist   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/politics/article3216680.ece
TOP



	Other Holyrood
Parliamentary Questions
George Foulkes (S3F-434): To ask the First Minister whether the Scottish Government supports a system of presumed consent for organ donation.

Reply from Alex Salmond (First Minister): We need a thorough public debate on that sensitive issue. In "Better Health, Better Care: Action Plan", we set out our commitment to have such a debate. We welcome the fact that the organ donation task force is looking at the pros and cons. We expect to have its report on the issue by the summer. The member will know that the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing and I have indicated our support for moving in that direction, but he will also realise that a public debate is necessary.

George Foulkes: I thank the First Minister for a helpful response—for once. I am glad that he and Gordon Brown see eye to eye on this issue, at least. Does he agree that the Scottish Government should implement the recommendations in the report that the organ donation task force published yesterday, including the recommendation that we set up a network of transplant co-ordinators? However, as that will have only a limited impact on the figure of 1,000 people in the United Kingdom who die each year unnecessarily while waiting for transplants, will he make representations on behalf of the Scottish Government to the task force—which is considering presumed consent—that legislation on the issue should be introduced throughout the United Kingdom at the first possible opportunity?

Reply from Alex Salmond: It is not just Gordon Brown and I who see eye to eye; it seems that George Foulkes and I do, too—I do not know which is the more dramastic combination, but I certainly welcome that.

As George Foulkes will know, yesterday, we announced our support for the range of initiatives from the UK organ donation task force. The Government is involved fully in that task force—it is ours as well as the Westminster Government's. The initiatives are designed to remove the barriers to organ donation in the existing system. It is expected and hoped that by introducing those initiatives a not-inconsiderable 50 per cent increase in organ donation can be achieved in five years. Although it is important that we have a debate on presumed consent—both the Prime Minister and I realise that a debate is necessary and require one to take place—it is also important that we make substantial progress on the recommendations in the report that was published yesterday. All members of Parliament, whatever their views on the matter, should remember that about 700 people are waiting for transplants right now in Scotland.

To continue reading the question and answer session see:
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-08/sor0117-02.htm#Col5196



	Other Holyrood

Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Patrick Harvie  (S3W-8323): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will support the proposed Sentencing of Offences Aggravated by Prejudice (Scotland) Bill. 

Reply from Kenny MacAskill: Living in safe and strong communities is an essential part of the Scottish Government’s positive vision for Scotland. For too many people that vision is blurred by the fear of crime and intolerance.

While good government needs a clear vision it must also deal decisively with immediate problems. To do otherwise would compromise public safety. I can therefore confirm the Scottish Government’s support for the proposed Sentencing of Offences Aggravated by Prejudice (Scotland) Bill. This will extend statutory aggravations to cover crimes motivated by malice or ill will towards victims based on their sexual orientation, transgender identity or disability.

No one in Scotland should be targeted or victimised because of their sexual orientation, transgender identity or disability. Our clear aim is to prevent and deter crime but where crime does happen we must send a clear signal that it will not be tolerated.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-08/wa0115.htm 

Press Release 
Hate crime laws to be extended   

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2008/01/15105227
TOP



	Other Westminster
Parliamentary Question
Mark Prisk [178337]: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government if she will make a statement on the provision of sites for Travellers and Gypsies in Hertfordshire.

Reply from  Iain Wright: The Government recognise the need to address the on-going shortfall in permanent and transit sites for Gypsies and Travellers. All local authorities are now required to assess the accommodation needs of Gypsies and Travellers in their area. The results of these assessments will inform regional spatial strategies, which will set out the number of pitches to be provided in each local planning authority area.

The July 2007 caravan count found a total of 442 caravans in Hertfordshire, 305 of which are on local authority or registered social landlord sites. A further 120 are located on private sites.
Reply continues on following page


	Other Westminster

Parliamentary Question (continued)
Reply continued from previous page
The East of England regional assembly are preparing an alteration to the regional spatial strategy for the East of England, which we understand is due to be approved by the assembly on 25 January 2008. This alteration will determine how many pitches will be required for Gypsies and Travellers in the region. The current draft suggests the need for 1,187 pitches by 2011, 176 of which are in Hertfordshire. These figures will be tested at the examination in public under an independent panel before being finalised by the Secretary of State.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm080114/text/80114w0023.htm#08011522000086 
Early Day Motions
Graham Allen (683) Faith Schools -  That this House urges the Government to host an open, public and extended debate on the role of single faith schools in the UK to examine the relevance, sustainability and equity of such schools in the 21st century, the contribution they make to social cohesion or social division; whether taxpayers whose children may not attend such schools should continue to support them or if they should finance themselves; whether they should be equally open to those of all religions and none or be able to discriminate and select their intake; and any other questions which the debate will bring forward and in 18 months time to present a report with a range of proposals for debate and decision by Parliament.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/80114e01.htm 

Linda Riordan (693) Black, Minority Ethnic and Refugee Women and Domestic Violence -That this House notes that the Government has brought forward new legislation on domestic violence; draws attention to the acute under-funding of black, minority ethnic and refugee (BMER) women's services; further notes that research conducted by BMER women's organisations such as IMKAAN reveals that many BMER services are facing closure, takeover by mainstream organisations and reductions in funding, thereby dangerously reducing BMER women's access to places of safety; considers that women suffering from abuse and violence, who do not have settled immigration status in the UK, are prevented from seeking protection due to the no recourse to public funds requirement; believes that securing alternative safe housing, benefits and specialist services are often prerequisites to leaving an abusive relationship; calls upon the Government to acknowledge the value of small-sized grassroots specialist BMER women's projects and sustain investment in them; urges the Government to meet the demands made by IMKAAN and its network of over 40 BMER refuges across the UK, Saheli Ltd., Southall Black Sisters, Newham Asian Women's Project, Asian Women's Resource Centre and African Women's Care to abolish the no recourse to public funds requirement for all women with insecure status who are subject to violence and abuse in the contexts of marriage, domestic work and trafficking; and further calls upon the Government to set up a national cross-governmental violence against women strategy and, within that, a strategy around the needs of BMER women and children.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/80114e01.htm 


	Other Holyrood (continued)
Press Release 
Home Secretary gives major counter-terrorism speech

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/about-us/news/ct-speech-08 
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	New Publication
Faiths in Higher Education Chaplaincy   

http://www.cofe.anglican.org/info/education/hefe/fihecrep.pdf
TOP



	Other News
Hate crime laws to be tightened   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1965341.0.hate_crime_laws_to_be_tightened.php
Community vents anger at travellers’ site plan

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=19565506&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221 

'We want to offer sharia law to Britain'   

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml;jsessionid=EBXOTSURORHYTQFIQMGCFFWAVCBQUIV0?xml=/news/2008/01/20/nsharia_120.xml
The origins and obligations of sharia law   

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml;jsessionid=3WNELFG4MOTD3QFIQMGSFGGAVCBQWIV0?xml=/news/2008/01/20/nsharia220.xml
Violence fear over Islam film   

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/world/story/0,,2243805,00.html
TOP



	Bills in Progress

** New or updated this week
Holyrood
** Budget Bill

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/05-Budget/b5s3-introd.pdf 

Accompanying documents

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/05-Budget/b5s3-introd-ad.pdf 

** Criminal Justice and Immigration Bill (Westminster Bill)

Legislative Consent Motion (a Legisltive Consent Motion is a mechanism by which the Scottish Parliament can give permission for the UK Parliament to legislate for Scotland on a devolved issue)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/justice/papers-08/jup08-01.pdf 
and

Committee consideration of the above Legislative Consent Motion including evidence from the Cabinet Secretary for Justice
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/justice/or-08/ju08-0102.htm#Col463 
and

Committee report on the Legislative Consent Motion

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/justice/reports-08/jur08-02.htm 
** Glasgow Commonwealth Games Bill   

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/04-GlasgowCommGames/b4s3-introd.pdf
Report on the Financial Memorandum
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/finance/reports-08/fir08-CommonwealthGames-fm.htm 
** Public Health Bill

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/03-PublicHealth/b3s3-introd.pdf 
Stage 1 evidence from the Scottish Government, the Royal Environmental Health Institute of Scotland, the University of Dundee, and the Sunbed Association.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/hs/or-08/he08-0102.htm#Col386 
Sentencing of Offences Aggravated by Prejudice

Statement by Patrick Harvie MSP

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/prejudice_reasons.pdf
Equal Opportunities Committee consideration of statement

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/equal/or-07/eo07-0502.htm#Col66



	Bills in Progress (continued)
Westminster
** Criminal Justice and Immigration Bill
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmbills/015/08015.i-vii.html 
Explanatory Note

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldbills/016/en/2008016en.pdf 

and

see above for Scottish Parliament consideration of a Legislative Consent Motion
Human Rights Act 1998 (Meaning of Public Authority) Bill
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmbills/043/2007043.pdf
** Human Fertilisation and Embryology Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldbills/006/2008006.pdf 

proposed amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldbills/006/amend/ml006-ri.htm 

House of Lords consideration of amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldhansrd/text/80115-0002.htm#08011599000006
and

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldhansrd/text/80115-0014.htm#0801164000001 

proposed amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldbills/006/amend/su006-ira.htm 

and

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldbills/006/amend/ml006-rii.htm 
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	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
Policy proposals for secondary legislation associated with the Protection of Vulnerable Groups (Scotland) Act 2007 (12 February 2008)

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/201935/0053824.pdf 

Marriage Visas: Pre-Entry English Requirement For Spouses (27 February 2008)

http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/6353/6356/17715/englishforspouseconsultation.pdf 


	Consultations (continued)
Marriage to Partners from Overseas (27 February 2008)

http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/6353/6356/17715/forcedmarriageconsultation.pdf 
Paying for water services 2010-14: A consultation on the principles of charging for water services (29 February 2008)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/204476/0054421.pdf
Diversity Delivers: Consultation on the proposed strategy for enhancing equal opportunities in Scotland’s ministerial public appointments process (7 March 2008)

http://www.ocpa-scot.org.uk/consultations/documents/DiversityDeliversConsultationNov2007FINALPDF.pdf
· Annex A: Summary of the Ministerial Public Appointments Process in Scotland
http://www.ocpa-scot.org.uk/consultations/documents/AnnexA-TheMinisterialPublicAppointmentsProcessinScotland.pdf
· Annex B: Summary of research conducted
http://www.ocpa-scot.org.uk/consultations/documents/AnnexB-SummaryofResearchConducted.pdf
· Annex C: Stage One Research
http://www.ocpa-scot.org.uk/consultations/documents/AnnexC-StageOneResearch.pdf
· Annex D: Stage Two Research
http://www.ocpa-scot.org.uk/consultations/documents/AnnexD-StageTwoResearch.pdf
· Annex E: Summary of Stage Three Research
http://www.ocpa-scot.org.uk/consultations/documents/AnnexE-StageThreeResearch.pdf
· Annex F: Summary of Previous Research on Diversity in Public Appointments
http://www.ocpa-scot.org.uk/consultations/documents/AnnexF-SummaryofPreviousResearchonDiversityinPublicAppointments.pdf
· Annex G: Legal Duties
http://www.ocpa-scot.org.uk/consultations/documents/AnnexG-LegalDuties.pdf
· Annex H: The Public Appointments Hallmark
http://www.ocpa-scot.org.uk/consultations/documents/AnnexH-ThePublicAppointmentsHallmark.pdf
· Annex I: Rapid Impact Assessment for the Proposed Strategy
http://www.ocpa-scot.org.uk/consultations/documents/AnnexH-ThePublicAppointmentsHallmark.pdf
"Face-to-Face and Side-by-Side": A framework for inter faith dialogue and social action 

(7 March 2008)
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/613367
Visitor Visas (10 March 2008)
http://bia.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/visitorsconsultationpaper/visitorvisaconsultation.pdf?view=Binary


	Consultations (continued)
Forced Marriage (Civil Protection) Act 2007 –  Relevant Third Party (14 March 2008)

http://www.justice.gov.uk/docs/consultation-31-07.pdf
Focusing English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) on Community Cohesion 

(4 April 2008)

http://www.dius.gov.uk/publications/esol_consultation.pdf 

** IMPACT Programme: Equality, Diversity and Privacy (4 April 2008)

http://www.npia.police.uk/en/docs/Equality_Diversity_and_Privacy_Consultationv1_0.pdf 

Meeting the Charity Test (7 April 2007)

http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=5455d7cc-a60c-456e-9d06-e623144e8359 
TOP



	Job Opportunities
Click here to find out about job opportunities advertised  in MEMO+ Recruitment 
TOP



	Funding Opportunities
Equality and Human Rights Commission Interim Grant Programme (closing date for applications 4 February 2008)

Three broad Priority Areas have been developed to offer the flexibility applicants may need to cater for particular local needs and demands. The funding Priority Areas for 2008/09 are: Promoting Good Relations, Promoting Equality and Human Rights, and Casework. For information see
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/Documents/Corporate%20info/grant%20forms/Interim_Grants_Guidance_notes.pdf    

and for application form

http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/Documents/Corporate%20info/grant%20forms/EHRC_Grant_Application_electronic_form_English.doc 
(See also grant-funding seminars in next section)

TOP


	Events/Conferences/Training Courses
** New or updated this week
Diversity & Equality Planning Workshop

22 January 2008 in Glasgow (9.45-1.00)

PAiH workshop to explore the issue of equality and diversity, identify ways in which common prejudices and stereotypes can lead to discrimination and unfair treatment., identify social exclusion, and understand its impact on service delivery, and explain what is meant by the terms ‘equal opportunities’ and ‘diversity’ and the regulatory framework that underpins equality. For information contact Zandra Yeaman 0141 353 2220 / zandra@paih.org
Understanding Cultural Diversity and Managing Culturally Competent Services
31 January 2008 in Glasgow (10.00 – 4.00)

REACH training on Cultural Diversity and Managing Cultural Competency to share knowledge, experiences, and strategies in management of people from different backgrounds, countries, and religions;  to acknowledge and appreciate the role of cultural diversity and develop skills needed for appropriate community engagement;  and to develop attributes required for cultural competency and understand process involved in achieving cultural competency at workplace. Please note that there are a limited number of places available and will be allocated on first come first serve basis. So please let us know by 23rd of January if you wish to attend. For information contact Dr Monika Fotedar at REACH 0141 585 8105/8022 / monika@reachhealth.org.uk and see  www.reachhealth.org.uk 

Meeting the Charity Test (consultation events)

4 February 2008 in Edinburgh (9.30 – 12.30; 2.00 – 4.30; 5.00 – 7.30)

6 February 2008 in Glasgow (9.30 – 12.30; 2.00 – 5.00)

13 February 2008 in Perth (9.30 – 12.30)

18 February 2008 in Edinburgh (9.30 – 12.30; 2.00 – 5.00)

25 February 2008 in Aberdeen (10.30 – 1.30)

27 February 2008 in Glasgow (9.30 – 12.30; 2.00 – 5.00)

The Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator published its guidance “Meeting the Charity Test” in 2006, a guide as to how OSCR applies the charity test under the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005.  Since then there has been considerable development in the application of the charity test, and  OSCR is now consulting on its revised draft guidance. For information, and to book a place, contact Martin Tyson on 01382 346892 / consulations@oscr.org.uk   
Diversity Delivers (consultation events) 

7 February 2008 in Edinburgh (10.30-3.00)

12 February 2007 in Glasgow (10.30-3.00)

22 February 2007 in Inverness (10.30-3.00)

The Office for the Commissioner for Public Appointments in Scotland consultation events about enhancing equal opportunities in Scotland's public appointments process. For information contact Corynne MacLean 0131 718 6309 / info@publicappointments.org
TOP


	Useful Links
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 
Directgov (links to UK Government Departments)   http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=10013528&chk=8b2gQw 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 

One Scotland Many Cultures http://www.onescotland.com/onescotland/osmc_display_home.jsp?pContentID=2&p_applic=CCC&pElementID=1&pMenuID=1&p_service=Content.show& 
Equality and Human Rights Commission   http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/Pages/default.aspx 
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk 
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/Index.stm 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
BBC Parliament online   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm 
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	BEMIS is the umbrella body for ethnic minority organisations in Scotland.  It aims to strengthen the capacity of the ethnic minority voluntary sector; raise the profile and coordinate the voice of this sector; and take a lead on policy issues to ensure that issues of concern are raised with government and other relevant bodies.   http://www.bemis.org.uk/index.html  

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities is the representative body of all the Jewish communities in Scotland. It advances public understanding about the Jewish religion, culture and community, and also works in partnership with other organisations to promote good relations and understanding among community groups and to promote equality. http://www.j-scot.org.uk/
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