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Note: The Scottish Parliament is currently in recess until 23rd October so there is only limited Parliamentary business at Holyrood.
	Immigration and asylum

Westminster Debate
Asylum seekers and leave to remain in the UK
Hansard (full text of debate):

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm051010/debtext/51010-37.htm#column_126 
Westminster Parliamentary Question
Lord Tebbit (HL1356):  Whether [the Government] will publish their plan to remove the 350,000 to 500,000 persons they estimate to be in the United Kingdom illegally. 

Baroness Scotland of Asthal: No government have ever been able to produce an accurate figure of the number of people who are in the country illegally. By its very nature it is impossible to quantify accurately, and that remains the case. Although it is impossible to determine accurately how many people are in the UK illegally the Home Office published a report which included an estimate of the size of the illegal migrant population in the UK in 2001. It should be noted that the report included an estimate, not an accurate or definitive figure. In February 2005, we published a five-year strategy for asylum and immigration, Controlling Our Borders: making migration work in Britain, which sets out plans for removing those illegally residing in the UK. The strategy sets out plans to ensure that by the end of 2005, the monthly rate of removals exceeds the number of unfounded applications so that we can begin to deal with the backlog. 

A copy of Sizing the unauthorised (illegal) migrant population in the United Kingdom in 2001 can be found at: www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/notes/June–summaries.html  

A copy of the five-year strategy can be found at 
www.archive2.official–documents.co.uk/document/cm64/6472/6472.htm 

New publication
Finding Asylum Newsletter of the Scottish Refugee Council

http://www.scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk/pub/FA_Winter_2005 
News
Website for refugees gets an upgrade  

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5044515.html
‘Immigrants should learn English’ http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149212&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149359&contentPK=13323226 
'Immigrants should learn English'    

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=2096402005
Asylum victory hailed

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_objectid=16251071%26method=full%26siteid=66633%26headline=asylum%2dvictory%2dhailed%2d-name_page.html 

Mullan films plight of family denied asylum   

http://www.sundayherald.com/52330
Dawn asylum raids 'will continue'
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/4346594.stm

Public Meeting
They belong to Glasgow Campaign

20 October 2005 in Glasgow

Peter Mullan will lead the launch of a new campaign designed to return the recently deported Vucaj family back to Glasgow and Scotland. For further information e-mail home@paih.org 
TOP



	Race Relations 
News
Don't call us coloured, Trevor
http://www.blink.org.uk/pdescription.asp?key=9508&grp=21&cat=94 
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	Racism

Westminster Parliamentary Question
Philip Davies (Shipley) (16779): How many complaints of (a) racial discrimination, (b) sex discrimination and (c) disability discrimination have been made by the staff of the Commission for Racial Equality in the last five years. [16779] 

Paul Goggins (Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for the Home Department): In the past five years, staff of the Commission for Racial Equality have made one complaint of racial discrimination, two complaints of sex discrimination and one complaint of disability discrimination. In addition, they have made four complaints of discrimination involving both race and sex. 

Philip Davies: I thank the Minister for that reply. Is it not incredible that the body that is given taxpayers' money to stamp out race discrimination in this country actually suffers from complaints of race discrimination itself and uses taxpayers' money to settle some of these cases out of court? Is this not a grotesque waste of money, and is it not time that this politically correct body was abolished before it does any more damage to race relations in this country? 

Paul Goggins: The hon. Gentleman is right in one respect: the Commission for Racial Equality has a very important job to do in working towards the elimination of racial discrimination in our country. It does a very good job too. 

I might add to the hon. Gentleman that, of the eight complaints received over the five-year period, only six went to employment tribunals and, of those, none was upheld. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm051010/debtext/51010-02.htm#column_7 
New publications
CRE Briefing on the Westminster Racial and Religious Hatred Bill 
http://www.cre.gov.uk/downloads/racialandreligioushatredbill_secondreading.pdf 
CRE Some commonly-asked questions about the Racial and Religious Hatred Bill
http://www.cre.gov.uk/media/publicaffairs/rrh_bill_qa.html 

News
The fourth R: racism lessons join reading and writing in school   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/48718.html
Racism gets boot from pupils   
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5044564.html
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	Other Holyrood
2011 Census 
Evidence to the Equal Opportunities Committee 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/equal/or-05/eo05-1402.htm#Col1118 

NHS
Personal health records for Gypsies-Travellers
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2005/10/12125440 
Patient Record of Personal Health for Gypsy/Travellers in Scotland 

http://www.show.scot.nhs.uk/sehd/mels/HDL2005_44.pdf 
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	Bills in Progress

** New or updated this week
Holyrood
Animal Health and Welfare Bill

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/b47s2-introd.pdf 
Explanatory Notes   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/b47s2-introd-en.pdf 

Policy Memorandum   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/b47s2-introd-pm.pdf 
Family Law Bill  (Justice 1)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/familyLaw.htm
Stage 1 Debate took place 15 September 2005

** Housing Bill (Communities)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/housing.htm
Stage 2 consideration of amendments
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/communities/or-05/co05-2402.htm#Col2486 
** Human Tissue Bill (Health)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/humantissue.htm
Stage 1 evidence:

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/health/or-05/he05-2402.htm#Col2261
Bills in Progress
 (continued)
Interests of Members of the Scottish Parliament Bill
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/b44s2-introd.pdf 

Explanatory Notes

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/b44s2-introd-en.pdf 

Management of Offenders Bill (Justice 2)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/offenders.htm
Stage 2 consideration of amendments 
Police, Public Order and Criminal Justice Bill (Justice 2)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/b46s2-introd.pdf 

Explanatory Notes   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/b46s2-introd-en.pdf  

Policy Memorandum   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/b46s2-introd-pm.pdf 
St Andrew’s Day Bank Holiday Bill (Enterprise and Culture)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/stAndrews.htm
Stage 1 Debate 6 October 2005 (Bill referred back to Committee)

** Scottish Commissioner for Human Rights Bill

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/b48s2-introd.pdf
Explanatory notes   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/b48s2-introd-en.pdf
Policy Memorandum   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/b48s2-introd-pm.pdf
Memorandum on delegated powers   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/b48s2-introd-memo.pdf
Scottish Schools (Parental Involvement) Bill (Education)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/b45s2-introd.pdf 

Explanatory Notes   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/b45s2-introd-en.pdf 

Policy Memorandum   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/pdfs/b45s2-introd-pm.pdf 
Westminster
** Assisted Dying for the Terminally Ill Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200304/ldbills/017/2004017.pdf 
Select Committee Report
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200405/ldselect/ldasdy/86/86i.pdf 
House of Lords Debate on Select Committee Report
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds05/text/51010-12.htm#51010-12_ignore0 
Westminster (continued)
Identity Cards Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/049/2006049.htm 

Immigration, Asylum and Nationality Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/013/2006013.htm 

** Racial and Religious Hatred Bill   http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/015/2006015.htm 
2nd Reading in the House of Lords (full text of debate)
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds05/text/51011-04.htm#51011-04_head3 

and:

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds05/text/51011-11.htm#51011-11_ignore0 

Proposed amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/015/amend/ldam015.htm 
** Equality Bill (Constitution Committee)
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/017/2006017.pdf
Guide to the Equality Bill

http://www.womenandequalityunit.gov.uk/cehr/easyread_guide_to_equality_bill.pdf 

Concerns raised in Committee http://www.parliament.uk/documents/upload/Holme%20L%20Chancellor%20Equality%20Bill%2021.06%2E05%2Edoc 

Government Response

http://www.parliament.uk/documents/upload/B.%20Ashton%20reply%20to%20Holme%20Equality%20Bill%2030%2E06%2E05%20%2Edoc 

Proposed amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/017/amend/ldam017.htm 

** Terrorism Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/055/2006055.pdf 
Explanatory Notes

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/055/en/06055x--.htm 
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	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
Secure and safe homes for our most vulnerable children (28 Oct 2005)
Scottish Executive consultation on Adoption and Fostering which includes questions about cross-culture adoption   
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/54357/0014746.pdf 
An Adult ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages) Strategy for Scotland 
(31 Oct 2005)
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/55971/0015988.pdf 
Human Tissue (Scotland) Bill and Issues Relating to Adult Incapacity   (31 October 2005)
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/69582/0017945.pdf
CRE Race Equality Scheme (31 October 2005)

http://www.cre.gov.uk/downloads/cre_res_2005-8.pdf 
Adults with Incapacity (4 November 2005)

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/57346/0016981.pdf 

Making Migration work for Britain (7 November 2005) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/docs4/Making_Migration_Work.pdf
Preventing Extremism Together Places of Worship (11 November 2005)  

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-prev-extreme?view=Binary
**Scottish Commissioner for Human Rights Bill (18 November 2005)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/nmCentre/news/news-comm-05/cj105-005.htm
Scottish Schools (Parental Involvement) Bill (28 November 2005)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/nmCentre/news/news-comm-05/ced05-005.htm 
The Equalities Review (no closing date set but requests responses within the next few months)    
http://www.theequalitiesreview.org.uk/ 
Review of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act (25 November 2005)

http://www.dh.gov.uk/Consultations/LiveConsultations/LiveConsultationsArticle/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4117820&chk=vchu%2B9 
NHS Fair for All Strategic Guidance Document (30 November 2005)
http://www.drc.org.uk/uploaded_files/documents/20_856_strategic_guidance_full.pdf 

NHS Scotland Fair for all Practical Guidance Document (30 November 2005) 
http://www.drc.org.uk/uploaded_files/documents/20_856_practical_guidance_full.pdf 

Forced Marriage – a Wrong not a Right  (5 December 2005)
http://www.fco.gov.uk/Files/kfile/forcedmarriageconsultation%20doc.pdf 
Consultations (continued)
Advancing Equality for Men and Women: Government Proposals to Introduce a Public Sector Duty to Promote Gender Equality (12 January 2006)
http://www.womenandequalityunit.gov.uk/publications/gender_duty_oct2005.pdf 

Ethnic Minority Women at Work (no closing date given)

Equal Opportunities Commission investigation into the participation, pay and progression of ethnic minority women in the labour market.
http://www.eoc.org.uk/Default.aspx?page=17693
OSCR (Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator) has given advance notice of its consultation programme which will begin on 1st November 2005 and run until the end of January 2006. This will include a series of public meetings in Aberdeen, Dumfries, Edinburgh, Glasgow and Inverness.  For more information see

http://www.oscr.org.uk/NewsItem.aspx?ID=2a742097-c1c3-472c-86de-a3e3084e2898 
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	Other News
Human rights tsar to cost Scots taxpayers another £1m a year    

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/scotland.cfm?id=2069032005
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	Conferences/Training Courses
** New or updated this week
** This week!

The Meaning of Governance – Enlightenment for the Scottish Voluntary Sector

21 October and 22 November in Glasgow, and 1 November in Inverness

SCVO’s governance programme is designed to help charity trustees, management committee members, directors, staff and volunteers of voluntary sector organisations. For details see the SCVO website www.scvo.org.uk or contact the SCVO governance programme team on 0131 556 3882.
Building Bridges Equalities & Human Rights Organisational Development Programme launch  

28 October 2005 in Glasgow

Free practical training for voluntary organisations will help you to take a step by step approach to implementing equalities & human rights practices into the mainstream of your organisation. For information contact Heather McMullen on 0141 225 8001 / heather.mcmullen@scvo.org.uk
Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
Making the Most of Questions, Motions and Debates

1 November 2005 in Edinburgh

Finding out about these parliamentary procedures, and learning how organisations can use them to further their interests. For more information contact: Jill Flye jill.flye@scvo.org.uk / 0131 474 6157
Introduction to the Scottish Parliament and to Lobbying

8 November 2005 in Glasgow

SCVO in partnership with the Scottish Parliament Outreach Services

For more information contact: Jill Flye jill.flye@scvo.org.uk / 0131 474 6157
SCVO Annual General Meeting

SCVO’s AGM will take place on 22 November 2005 in Glasgow. For details see http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/SCVOEvents/ViewSCVOEvents.aspx?EID=387&al=t&from=Home 
Black and Minority Ethnic Communities Health Facilitator Course 
A free part-time 6-month course (including work placement) beginning in January 2006. Free childcare. Travel expenses paid.  For more information contact: 

Tina Yu, Health Development Officer, Glasgow Healthy City Partnership, Tel: 0141 287 6988 / tina.yu@drs.glasgow.gov.uk   or  Nuzhat Mirza, Health Promotion Officer, Greater Glasgow NHS Board, Tel: 0141 201 4973, nuzhat.mirza@gghb.scot.nhs.uk  
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	Useful Links

Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 

Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 

Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 

UK Government Departments   http://www.odpm.gov.uk/stellent/groups/odpm_govoffices/documents/page/odpm_govoff_600105.hcsp 

Commission for Racial Equality   http://www.cre.gov.uk/index.html 

Equal Opportunities Commission   www.eoc.org.uk
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 

Civic Forum   http://www.civicforum.org.uk/ 

Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 

Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 

Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 

BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
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