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	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Debate
Integration Loans for Refugees and Others Regulations 2007

Lord Bassam of Brighton rose to move, That the draft regulations laid before the House on21 February be approved. 

The noble Lord said: My Lords, these regulations will introduce a system of integration loans for those recognised as refugees or those given humanitarian protection and their dependants. For ease of reference I shall discuss the benefits to the potential recipients as refugees. By that I mean not only refugees but those with humanitarian protection and their dependants.

Section 13 of the Asylum and Immigration (Treatment of Claimants, etc.) Act 2004 enables the Government to set out in regulations a loan scheme aimed at helping refugees integrate into United Kingdom society. Section 13 was subsequently amended by Section 45 of the Immigration, Asylum and Nationality Act 2006 to extend eligibility for the scheme to be made to other categories of migrants, as prescribed.

When a refugee is first granted status, he or she will normally enter a critical period of transition during which they may need to find accommodation, to train or re-qualify, and, critically, seek employment. As part of the integration process, an interest-free loan will, we believe, make a considerable impact on their ability to become established in the United Kingdom. It is intended that the loan should be spent on things such as deposits for accommodation, the purchase of tools of a trade or some vocational training.

Speech continues on next page


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Debate (continued)
Speech continued from previous page:
These regulations establish who is eligible to apply for an integration loan and the criteria against which applications for a loan will be considered. The opportunity to apply for an integration loan will be made available to any person aged 18 and over and granted refugee status after the date on which the scheme is introduced. Applicants will be eligible to receive only one loan. Loans, if made, may be subject to conditions. The regulations set out the type of conditions which may be applied. They also make provision for borrowers to enter into a loan agreement which details the conditions on which it is made, the repayment terms, and how terms may be amended if there is a change in the borrower’s circumstances.

The introduction of a system of integration loans is much fairer and more cost-effective than the arrangements currently in operation. At present, the legislation provides for those who are recorded as refugees—and I refer to refugees only—to claim a back payment of the income-related benefits he or she would have received, calculated from the day on which he or she first claimed asylum. Deductions are made from that sum, equal to the value of any asylum support received in the mean time. No provision is made for those with other subsidiary status or dependants.

To continue reading the debate see:
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70503-0014.htm#07050383000004 
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Andrew Mackay [134287]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what assessment he has made of the impact of levels of immigration on public services in the last 12 months; and what forecast he has made of the likely effects in the next 12 months.
The same question was also asked by Andrew Rosindell [234289]

Reply from Liam Byrne: To date there has not been a formal system for assessing the impact of immigration on public services but individual Government Departments have mechanisms to receive information about overall pressures on such services. Last summer we conducted a cross-Government review of the impacts of migration. On 28 March we announced the establishment of a new forum to provide an opportunity for regular and organised dialogue with interested parties focusing on the impacts of migration. This will be chaired by Home Office and Local Government Ministers.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070430/text/70430w0006.htm#07043024000013 



	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Jim Cunningham [134274]: What assessment he has made of the likely impact on numbers of people entering the UK of the new immigration points system to be introduced in 2008.

Reply from Liam Byrne: On 18 April, I announced the timetable for the points-based system. It will ensure that migrants can come to Britain to work or study only if they have something to give that Britain needs.

Jim Cunningham: I thank my hon. Friend for that answer, but how will the new system affect asylum seekers who are waiting for appeals and deportations, given that he has set new criteria?

Reply from Liam Byrne: As my hon. Friend knows, the number of deportations has hit an all-time high—we now deport somebody, on average, every eight minutes. However, the points system will make it even easier to remove those who have no legal right to be here. Everybody who comes here under the points system to study or work in skilled jobs will need a sponsor. Those sponsors will be required to help us fulfil obligations. However, the commitment is backed by two important changes. First, there is £100 million extra for immigration policing, against which the Liberal Democrats shamefully voted when it came to the crunch in Committee. Secondly, there are the compulsory ID cards for foreign nationals. They derive from a system that I believe that Her Majesty’s loyal Opposition still plan to shut down.
Peter Lilley: The Government have spun the measure as designed to restrict the number of people coming into this country. Is it significant that the Minister failed to answer the question whether it would do that? In the light of the use of the existing points-based system for highly skilled immigrants in the opposite way to that intended—namely, when it was found that relatively few people who had the number of points applied, the Government simply reduced the number of points required until the numbers increased by a multiple of those under the previous system—what possible ground is there for believing that the Government will use the new system to restrict rather than to pretend to restrict numbers?

Reply from Liam Byrne: The points-based system has a simple objective: it is designed to ensure that those who come to this country from abroad, either to work or to study, have something to give that Britain needs. One of the virtues of the points-based system is that it is easier to move the bar up or down. I happen to think that that is not a decision that should be taken in a dark room in the Home Office. We need a much more open debate in this country about where our economy needs migration and where it does not. That is why we propose establishing a migration advisory committee, so that we can receive that independent advice. I also happen to think that we should take into account the wider impact of migration. That is why we propose establishing a transparent forum in which people can come together to advise us on where migration is having a wider impact on communities up and down the country. Those are measures that I would have thought the right hon. Gentleman would support.
For the continuation of this extended question and answer session see:
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070430/debtext/70430-0001.htm#0704307000017 




	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
James Clappison [134276]: What recent representations he has received on the level of net migration to the UK.
Reply from Liam Byrne): Not as many as I hope to receive once the migration advisory committee and the migration impact forum are up and running over the next few months.

James Clappison: We all recognise the contribution made by migrants and the undoubted benefits of some migration. As part of the debate, will the Minister accept that recent net migration—running at 400,000 in the past two years alone—has been historically unprecedented, and that the pressure on housing and public services is unsustainable? All of that is due, in no small measure, to Government policy changes. To put it in the Minister’s terms, should the bar be set higher or lower? Under his points-based system, will either he or the migration advisory committee have the power to set a limit?

Reply from Liam Byrne: The hon. Gentleman is right that net migration is up in the UK, as it is across the advanced west—the figure for Britain is the same as the OECD average. When we make migration decisions, we must consider which parts of our economy need migrants and which do not, on which we need independent advice. The hon. Gentleman is right that we must take into account the wider impact of migration on communities. We plan to bring together public services up and down the country so that, when we make migration decisions, we do so in full knowledge of the impacts on communities up and down Britain.

Brian Jenkins: My hon. Friend has the sympathy of the House and the country in the tasks that he is undertaking. We must realise how difficult it is to stop the hundreds of thousands of people across Europe and the rest of the world who wish to make their way to this island paradise—especially after 10 years of Labour Government. But surely he realises that his points scheme deals only with legal immigration, and it is not the legal immigration that is causing problems. Illegal immigration, and bogus asylum seekers, are undermining the status of the legal immigrants, whom we welcome to Britain. Will he assure the House that his methods will reduce the number of illegal immigrants and bogus asylum seekers getting to this island?

Reply from Liam Byrne: I am happy to give my hon. Friend that assurance. If we are to tackle illegal immigration, we must stop illegal journeys and illegal jobs. That is exactly why we have published plans to set up a second offshore border control to keep our borders more secure, and why we have said that we will increase spending on immigration policing by £100 million next year—a measure that the Liberal Democrats voted against. Both measures, however, must be underpinned by a different way of identifying whether people are who they say they are, which is why biometric identity technology is so important. That underpins biometric visas and compulsory biometric ID cards for foreign nationals. That is why it is such an error for the Conservative party to pledge that it will close that system down.

For the continuation of this extended question and answer session see:
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070430/debtext/70430-0002.htm 




	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Lord Ouseley asked Her Majesty's Government [HL3335]: What action they propose to take to regularise the status of asylum seekers, particularly with regard to the right to work.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: The Government will continue to consider asylum applications in accordance with current policy. We have no plans to allow those awaiting a decision on their asylum applications to work. However, asylum seekers may seek permission to take employment if their asylum claim remains outstanding for longer than 12 months without the Border and Immigration Agency making a decision on it, provided the reason for the delay cannot be attributed to them. Asylum seekers who are destitute are eligible to apply for asylum support.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70430w0003.htm#07043025000019 

Lord Ouseley asked Her Majesty's Government: [HL3337] What criteria are applied by the Immigration Minister when considering a request from officials to extend detention of a child asylum seeker for more than 28 days.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: Cases are considered in line with the stated detention policy as set out in the 1998 White Paper Fairer, Faster and Firmer: A Modern Approach to Immigration and Asylum.

The Minister considers each case on its merits, taking into account the families' circumstances and background, the progress being made towards removal and whether there are any factors, including welfare concerns about the children, that argue against maintaining detention.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70501w0001.htm#07050137000008 

Tim Boswell [135069]: To ask the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry what steps he is taking to ensure that migrant workers (a) receive the minimum wage and (b) are protected from employer coercion in relation to their terms of employment.

Reply from Jim Fitzpatrick: Her Majesty's Revenue and Customs minimum wage compliance teams are devoted to making sure all workers receive their entitlement to be paid at least the national minimum wage. Every year the DTI publicises details about the minimum wage and the number to ring (0845 6000 678) if workers need more information or believe they are being underpaid. The helpline operators have access to language line interpreters so that callers can be phoned back allowing the caller to speak in their own language.

The Government will not tolerate the mistreatment of migrant workers. Legal migrant workers have the same employment rights and recourses as their UK equivalents. To ensure migrant workers are aware of their rights we have produced ‘Know before you go’ leaflets in partnership with the Polish, Lithuanian and Portuguese governments. The Home Office is also distributing a one page DTI note on “basic employment rights and where to go for further advice”. This is going to all workers registering under the worker registration scheme and is available in a range of languages.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070503/text/70503w0006.htm#07050384000081


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
The Earl of Sandwich asked Her Majesty’s Government: Whether they have improved the quality of their initial decisions on asylum seekers through the new asylum model.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: My Lords, in cases processed under detained fast-track arrangements between1 April 2006 and 31 March 2007, 800 appeals were determined, of which 781 were dismissed. The new asylum model became fully operational in March 2007, so meaningful data on decision quality for non-detained routes are not expected to be available before the autumn. Up to 20 per cent of all decisions will be assessed against criteria designed with UNHCR.

The Earl of Sandwich: My Lords, I fully accept that, as the noble Baroness, says, it is too early to judge the NAM. But the question for me is whether the NAM is prejudging asylum seekers. From what I hear, case workers are still inadequately trained and underinformed. Does she agree that the cards are stacking up against genuine asylum seekers? I include here the merits test and the lack of provision for legal aid. Some asylum seekers even go into hearings without any representation.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: My Lords, I do not accept that the odds are stacking up against asylum seekers. The whole point of introducing the new model is to heighten and improve the quality of the decision-making. On a number of occasions, the noble Earl has rightly highlighted that quality is the important thing. The quality of the decision will be better. The training now comprises a 55-day foundation training programme. Higher executive officers will be responsible for making the decisions. They will track those decisions right the way through and have ownership. We believe that that is a much better system, which will develop high quality. Legal assistance is available.
For the continuation of this extended question and answer session see:
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70502-0001.htm#07050230000006 

Westminster Early Day Motion
Jon Cruddas (1371) Strangers into citizens campaign - That this House recognises the Government's commitment to tighten UK borders and introduce new monitoring and assessment systems into the immigration process; notes the Home Office assessment that up to 500,000 irregular migrants currently live and work in Britain; further recognises that the overwhelming majority of such migrants make a valuable economic contribution despite living under the shadow of illegality; acknowledges the IPPR estimation that regularisation of certain groups of migrant workers could raise £1 billion in taxes; congratulates the Strangers into Citizens campaign for the one-off regularisation of long-term irregular migrants through a pathway to citizenship; and calls for a full cross-party debate to consider granting a two year work permit to migrants who have lived in the UK for more than four years, following which they would be granted indefinite leave to remain, subject to an English test and positive references from an employer or person of standing in the community.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/70430e01.htm 




	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
Press Releases 

MEPs back rapid response teams to tackle illegal immigration
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/story_page/031-6196-113-04-17-903-20070502STO06195-2007-23-04-2007/default_en.htm 

Statement of changes in immigration rules

http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/lawandpolicy/immigrationrules/statementofchangescm7075 
News
Refugee from genocide to be kicked out   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=666002007
Hundreds back Rene's battle   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=671102007
Hope of last-minute reprieve for Rene on deportation day   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=684692007
Fiancée tells of joy after Rene gets eleventh-hour reprieve   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=691862007
Scared asylum family plead to stay in Glasgow   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1372289.0.scared_asylum_family_plead_to_stay_in_glasgow.php
Worker hits out at jobs for migrants   

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2007/05/04/newsstory9659039t0.asp
TOP



	Race Relations
News
City to stage a full round of multicultural events   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=17222150&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221
TOP


	Race Equality
New publications
Poverty and ethnicity in the UK

Report:       http://www.jrf.org.uk/bookshop/eBooks/2006-ethnicity-poverty-UK.pdf
Summary:   http://www.jrf.org.uk/knowledge/findings/socialpolicy/pdf/2059.pdf
Poverty among ethnic groups: How and why does it differ? 

Report:       http://www.jrf.org.uk/bookshop/eBooks/2042-ethnicity-relative-poverty.pdf
Summary    http://www.jrf.org.uk/knowledge/findings/socialpolicy/pdf/2057.pdf
Ethnic minorities in the labour market: dynamics and diversity

Report:       http://www.jrf.org.uk/bookshop/eBooks/1986-ethnic-minorities-employment.pdf
Summary:   http://www.jrf.org.uk/knowledge/findings/socialpolicy/pdf/2010.pdf
Long-term ill health, poverty and ethnicity
  

Report:       http://www.jrf.org.uk/bookshop/eBooks/1995-health-ethnicity-poverty.pdf
Summary:   http://www.jrf.org.uk/knowledge/findings/socialpolicy/pdf/2060.pdf
The role of higher education in providing opportunities for South Asian women 

Report:        http://www.jrf.org.uk/bookshop/eBooks/1997-education-ethnicity-poverty.pdf
Summary:   http://www.jrf.org.uk/knowledge/findings/socialpolicy/pdf/2058.pdf
News
Poverty plagues ethnic minority children   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1363366.0.0.php
Many minorities 'live in poverty'    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/6605725.stm
Legal aid changes may hurt minorities   

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=670142007
TOP


	


	Racism
Press Release 
Yellow truck hits the road against discrimination
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/story_page/014-6194-113-04-17-902-20070502STO06193-2007-23-04-2007/default_en.htm 
New publication
Guidance on new measures to outlaw discrimination on grounds of religion or belief in the provision of goods, facilities and services

http://www.communities.gov.uk/pub/104/GuidanceonNewMeasurestoOutlawDiscriminationonGroundsofReligionorBelief_id1510104.pdf
News
Hateley helps give bigotry boot   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1363835.0.hateley_helps_give_bigotry_boot.php
Anti-bigot group has good work honoured   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1363514.0.antibigot_group_has_good_work_honoured.php
Police appeal after racist attack    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/north_east/6606901.stm
Police seek driver over racist assault   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1365123.0.0.php
Racist attack   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/glasgow.cfm?id=670032007
Dyce firm gets second chance to fight racism ruling over Asian job-seeker   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=17206641&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221
Religious leaders go to Old Firm game No.2   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1369517.0.religious_leaders_go_to_old_firm_game_no_2.php
Drawing an end to sectarianism   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/features/display.var.1375563.0.0.php
TOP


	Scottish Parliament and Council Elections
Election Results

Scottish Parliament Election Results   

http://election.theherald.co.uk/results/ 

Constituency MSPs elected 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/msp/elections/2007/Constituency.htm
Regional List MSPs elected 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/msp/elections/2007/Regional.htm
Contact details and information about new MSPs

More information  will be added to these pages as it becomes available, 

so keep checking to find out more about each  MSP
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/msp/membersPages/index.htm 

Local Council Election Results
http://election.theherald.co.uk/results2007/wardbyward/ 
Post-Election Procedures (Scottish Parliament)
A guide to the taking of the Oath of Allegiance or Solemn Affirmation     

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/nmCentre/news/news-07/pa07-041.htm
A guide to the election of the Presiding Officer and Deputy Presiding Officers     

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/nmCentre/news/news-07/pa07-042.htm
Guide to selection of nominees for appointment as First Minister, Ministers and junior Ministers     

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/nmCentre/news/news-07/pa07-040.htm
What happens now?   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=701462007
News: Concerns about the ballot
Elections marred by vote problems    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6622379.stm
Vote officers 'warned executive'   

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/north_east/6622931.stm


	News: Concerns about the ballot (continued)
Anger as thousands of ballots rejected   

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2007/05/04/newsstory9660190t0.asp
Bad night for democracy    

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/opinion/recordview/tm_headline=bad-night-for-democracy--%26method=full%26objectid=19043536%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
Rejected ballots  

 http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/editorial/display.var.1375903.0.0.php
Tens of thousands of spoiled ballot papers mar poll   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=690662007
Officials visit voters over ballot chaos   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1375661.0.0.php
Review under way on voting chaos    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6623287.stm
Election group criticises ballots    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6628657.stm
Technical chaos hits local counts    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/glasgow_and_west/6623239.stm
Missing postal votes inquiry call    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/highlands_and_islands/6623191.stm
What a fiasco   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=692412007
Ballot box debacle will undermine winner's mandate   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=691592007
It's another guddle not a new dawn   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=693142007
Ballot paper mistakes 'a repeat of Florida disaster'   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=693772007
Vote count shambles is shame of Scotland   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=691792007
'Scots awoke to a story of chaos and incompetence'   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=693092007


	News: Concerns about the ballot (continued)
Farmer leads charge as critics slam count   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=691852007
Concerns over spoiled ballot papers in East and Midlothian   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=694112007
Who's to blame when everyone involved says it’s not their fault?   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1379233.0.0.php
The questions that demand answers   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/editorial/display.var.1379284.0.0.php
So what went wrong?   

http://election.theherald.co.uk/homepage/electionfocus/display.var.1379238.0.0.php
The only loser was our democratic procedures    

http://election.theherald.co.uk/homepage/electionfocus/display.var.1379240.0.0.php
High number of spoiled papers puts spotlight on new system   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1375835.0.0.php
The biggest poll debacle in the history of British democracy sees up to one in ten votes thrown out   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=698352007
Shambles at the ballot box   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1377143.0.shambles_at_the_ballot_box.php
Let's keep it north of the Border   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=699252007
The screw up   

http://www.sundayherald.com/news/heraldnews/display.var.1379963.0.the_screw_up.php
Labour to challenge poll result   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=701072007
Election chaos unacceptable, say observers   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=701122007
Confused? You’re not alone . . . 100,000 people lose their vote   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/politics/article1750107.ece
Labour bid to overturn SNP win   

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/05/06/nelec06.xml


	News: Concerns about the ballot (continued)
Recipe for Scottish election confusion   

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/05/05/nfiasco105.xml
News 
Polling clerk tells of 'bedlam'    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/edinburgh_and_east/6622105.stm
Fog halts count in key marginal    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/highlands_and_islands/6622037.stm
North seats successfully defended    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/highlands_and_islands/6622945.stm
Spoils of war   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=spoils-of-war%26method=full%26objectid=19043490%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
Fog grounds Western Isles count   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1375805.0.0.php
Polling station is attacked by man wielding golf club   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/otherpolitics/display.var.1375816.0.0.php
Police move in after scuffle breaks out at SECC count   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1375875.0.0.php
Blood, sweat and jeers mark struggle for nation's heart    

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=689422007
Caravans, cows and pubs ... who said voting was dull?   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=689632007
How a long and winding road full of political potholes led to poll No 3   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=688932007
Crunching the numbers for power    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6628279.stm
A  night of high drama and low farce that almost deteriorated into slapstick    

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=696242007


	News (continued)
First Asian MSP goes to Holyrood    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/glasgow_and_west/6622915.stm 

First Asian leads the parade of new MSPs   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=695592007
Deal.. or no deal?   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/news/tm_headline=deal%2D%2D-or-no-deal%26method=full%26objectid=19048493%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
The blame game begins   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/news/tm_headline=the-blame-game-begins%26method=full%26objectid=19048701%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
From vote of a generation to comedy in few hours   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=696122007
Tight fight for votes fails to boost poor turnout   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=698182007
Parties start talks in bid to form alliances   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149971&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149970&contentPK=17237905&folderPk=85766&pNodeId=206467
Discounted votes spoiled our night to remember says victor   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149971&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149970&contentPK=17237023&folderPk=85766&pNodeId=206467
Tough to call but polls came close   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=699192007
Our Revolution   

http://www.sundayherald.com/news/heraldnews/display.var.1379914.0.our_revolution.php
The night that changed Scotland for ever   

http://www.sundayherald.com/news/heraldnews/display.var.1379944.0.the_night_that_changed_scotland_forever.php
There’s a long way to go   

http://www.sundayherald.com/news/heraldnews/display.var.1379880.0.theres_a_long_way_to_go.php
Battle won... now for the in-fighting   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=701312007


	News (continued)
The progressive forces in Scottish politics must come together. Democracy demands it   

http://www.sundayherald.com/oped/opinion/display.var.1379981.0.the_progressive_forces_in_scottish_politics_must_come_together_democracy_demands_it.php
BNP's seat hopes dashed after 'mixed' results   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=693992007
Do Scotland proud   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=700792007
Super Thursday - Labour’s springboard to calamity   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/comment/columnists/matthew_parris/article1749999.ece
Much horse-trading ahead in smoke-free rooms   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/comment/columnists/magnus_linklater/article1750103.ece
Attempt at unity led to a day of confusion    

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/05/05/nfiasco05.xml
Humility and guile: a plan to save the Union    

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/main.jhtml?xml=/opinion/2007/05/06/do0604.xml
This is why we need the Tories   

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/main.jhtml?xml=/opinion/2007/05/06/dl0601.xml 

News: Political Parties

Salmond leads charge as SNP gain    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6617231.stm
Salmond achieves Holyrood victory    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/north_east/6622555.stm
SNP take Dundee seat from Labour    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/tayside_and_central/6622313.stm
SNP take Dundee West in vote surge   

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2007/05/04/newsstory9659998t0.asp
Chaos at the counts mars a night of success for the SNP    

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1375675.0.0.php
Double triumph for SNP leaders as they take Govan and Gordon   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1375864.0.0.php


	News: Political Parties (continued)
SNP make breakthrough in Dundee West   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1375828.0.0.php
Defeats in key seats, but still a victorious evening   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/holyrood/display.var.1375913.0.0.php
Salmond hails wind of change as poll goes to wire   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=691142007
SNP gains, but Salmond is still not certain of power   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=688962007
Grandfather was SNP election hero   

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6627657.stm
SNP pips Labour in Holyrood vote   

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6626207.stm
SNP begins coalition discussions    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6627589.stm
Grasping the thistle   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1379352.0.0.php
The wipeout never came ... but Alex had his day   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1379350.0.0.php
SNP triumphant ... but now real power play begins   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=698392007
Cash and control - the SNP's recipe for campaign success   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=698312007
Why 47+16+2 > 65 could be Salmond's favourite sum   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=698432007
One-nil up in the final minute, his hands were itching for the cup   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/politics.cfm?id=697312007
Salmond claims his new job   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1379211.0.salmond_claims_his_new_job.php
It’s joy for Sturgeon as parties go to war   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1377377.0.its_joy_for_sturgeon_as_parties_go_to_war.php


	News: Political Parties (continued)
Salmond: Scotland has changed forever   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=17236813&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221
Salmond heralds 'new dawn' after dramatic victory in Gordon  

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149971&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149970&contentPK=17236713&folderPk=85766&pNodeId=206467
Dundee first in country to become an 'SNP city'   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149971&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149970&contentPK=17237020&folderPk=85766&pNodeId=206467
Salmond opens talks to form new coalition to rule country   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=698862007
SNP referendum compromise to pave way for LibDem deal   

http://www.sundayherald.com/news/heraldnews/display.var.1379967.0.snp_referendum_compromise_to_pave_way_for_libdem_deal.php
Salmond to table coalition compromise   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=702662007
The history man   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=701032007
Time to put cards on the table, say victorious Nats  

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=701062007
Smart Alex turns into the Braveheart to beat   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/politics/article1720063.ece
SNP offers separatism deal   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/politics/article1752380.ece
Wrestling with independence   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/politics/article1752387.ece
Historic victory for SNP in Scotland   

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/05/04/nelections1004.xml
Nationalists take first step to independence   

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/05/05/nelec605.xml


	News: Political Parties (continued)
Salmond must beware of hubris   

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/main.jhtml?xml=/opinion/2007/05/05/do0502.xml
No mandate for an independent Scotland    

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/main.jhtml?xml=/opinion/2007/05/05/dl0502.xml
We'll go it alone, says confident Salmond   

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/politics/story/0,,2073622,00.html
Salmond says he'll go it alone. Let him   

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/politics/story/0,,2073703,00.html
McConnell holds parliament seat    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/glasgow_and_west/6622137.stm
How the First Minister’s safe seat became a battleground   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/otherpolitics/display.var.1375810.0.0.php
Labour ministers celebrate return, even as outcome remains uncertain   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1375928.0.0.php
McConnell heads for home with cautious optimism   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=691192007
McConnell’s future hangs in balance   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1379344.0.0.php
The First Minister's tour of his seat on voting day brought mixed messages   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=695172007
Left at the starting line, they never managed to catch up   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=696762007
McConnell’s night of hard Labour    

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1377483.0.mcconnells_night_of_hard_labour.php
Jack waits in the wings   

http://www.sundayherald.com/news/heraldnews/display.var.1379975.0.jack_waits_in_the_wings.php
How Labour Lost It   

http://www.sundayherald.com/news/heraldnews/display.var.1379934.0.how_labour_lost_it.php
McConnell still confident of forming next government   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=701182007


	News: Political Parties (continued)
'Tonight is the culmination of the most hotly constested election in recent Scottish history’   

http://www.sundayherald.com/news/heraldnews/display.var.1379945.0.tonight_is_the_culmination_of_the_most_hotly_constested_election_in_recent_scottish_history.php
‘She likes to make an entrance’   

http://www.sundayherald.com/news/heraldnews/display.var.1379947.0.she_likes_to_make_an_entrance.php
Labour leader will 'sit back and wait' for failure of SNP attempts to strike a coalition deal with Holyrood parties    

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=702702007
Labour rallies behind McConnell - for now   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=700762007
Labour needs to work hard to repair this self-inflicted damage   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=701442007
How Jack lost the battle   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=700572007
Conservatives take Roxburgh seat    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/south_of_scotland/6622471.stm
Tories’ hopes of revival premature   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1375871.0.0.php
Goldie is upbeat over Tories' performance despite losing one seat   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=696142007
Tories fail to twist knife as Labour licks its wounds   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=692132007
Confusion reigns as Goldie rules herself out of Presiding Officer role   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=701412007
Tories, Greens ponder what's ahead   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=700942007
Stephen pledges 'bright future'     

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/north_east/6622761.stm
Night of mixed fortunes as LibDems fail to make gains   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1375869.0.0.php


	News: Political Parties (continued)
Lib Dems' vote is squeezed by battle of big guns   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=698382007
Lib Dems set to be Scottish kingmakers   

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/05/06/nelec106.xml
Smaller parties suffer at polls    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6626133.stm
Greens demand to see spoiled ballots after dramatic fall in seats   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=699002007
‘It seems so terribly unfair’   

http://www.sundayherald.com/news/heraldnews/display.var.1379950.0.it_seems_so_terribly_unfair.php
Battle for the far left claims Sheridan and ex-ally Kane    

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=692212007
Socialist climbers all gone   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/news/tm_headline=socialist-climbers-all-gone%26method=full%26objectid=19048707%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
‘For 15 years I took the weight on my shoulders … but I’m not in a position to do that any longer ’   

http://www.sundayherald.com/news/heraldnews/display.var.1379949.0.for_15_years_i_took_the_weight_on_my_shoulders_but_im_not_in_a_position_to_do_that_any_longer.php
Sheridan's time at Holyrood over   

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/glasgow_and_west/6622865.stm
Sheridan and Kane lose re-election bids  

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=691392007
I'll now have to work for a living jokes loser Tommy   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=699382007
TOP



	Other Westminster
Parliamentary Question
Lord Avebury asked Her Majesty's Government [HL3459]: Which Gypsy and Traveller accommodation assessments have been completed; whether they will identify those which have not included the needs of travelling show people; and how the needs of this latter community are to be covered by the regional spatial strategies.

Reply from Baroness Andrews: Information collected in March showed that accommodation needs assessments for Gypsies and Travellers were underway, or had been completed, in 90 per cent of local authorities. We do not hold information centrally on whether these assessments have included the needs of travelling showpeople.

Consultation on revised planning guidance for travelling showpeople has recently ended. We are analysing the responses to this consultation, and will be publishing a final version in due course. The issues raised by the noble Lord on regional spatial strategies will be among those considered in this process.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70502w0002.htm#07050258000018 
TOP



	Other News
Bus drivers to ask veiled women to show faces   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=685432007
Anger over bus firm's 'veil' rule   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=690192007
Anger at bus firm's veil ruling 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/edinburgh_and_east/6621873.stm 
Teachers backed over Muslim wear   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=692132007
Police more likely to hold DNA from ethnic minorities    

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/crime/article1744576.ece
TOP



	Bills in Progress

** New or updated this week
Bills in Progress
Westminster
** UK Borders Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmbills/082/2007082.pdf 

proposed amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmbills/082/amend/70503a01.htm 
Forced Marriage (Civil Protection) Bill
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldbills/003/2007003.pdf 
TOP



	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
Consultation with civil society (18 May 2007)   

http://eumc.europa.eu/eumc/index.php
(questionnaire at http://fra.europa.eu/fra/material/pub/general/CS_Consultation-0107_en.doc)
Planning Better Outcomes and Support for Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking Children 
(31 May 2007)

http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/6353/6356/17715/uasc.pdf
Changes to Section 9 of the Race Relations Act 1976  (14 September 2007)

http://www.dft.gov.uk/consultations/open/changesracerelations/consultation
** Census consultation (General Register Office for Scotland) (7 June 2007)

http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/files1/stats/spring-07-census-consult.pdf 
Also see: 

MEMO+ Having Your Say: Census Consultation 

http://www.j-scot.org.uk/MEMO+/Having_Your_Say/07v_%20MEMO+_Census_Consultation.doc 
Commission on Integration and Cohesion (online discussion forum) (no closing date given)
http://forum.communities.gov.uk/cohesion 

TOP


	Job Opportunity

** New or updated this week
Scottish Executive Policy Executive

Edinburgh

£21,292 - £27,640

Closing date for applications 18 May 2007

This post involves working to Communities Ministers to assist in developing a programme of community engagement with faith communities in order to build relationships and trust with minority faiths and to contribute to the development and implementation of the Anti-Sectarianism Action Plan; and to assist in the Scottish Executive’s response to tackle wider religious intolerance. For more information see:
http://www.j-scot.org.uk/MEMO+/Recruitment/ads/07v18_SE.doc
TOP


	Funding Opportunities
** New or updated this week
Electoral Reform Society Partnership Grants Scheme

Closing date for applications 25 May 2007

Grants of up to £100,000 per year for projects to involve more people in democracy, in particular people from ethnic minority communities, people with disabilities and young people not in formal education. Projects should be designed to Increase people’s confidence so they will take part in all aspects of political decision making, particularly registering to vote, increase their awareness of how local, national and European democracy is organised and how decisions are made; and increase the numbers who register to vote. For information and application form see http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/your-vote/partnershipgrants.cfm
2007 Bicentenary of the Abolition of the Slave Trade: live grant-making event on 25 May, at The Gathering (SECC, Glasgow)

Up to £200,000 will be awarded through a fast-track application process, where groups can walk away with up to £10,000 for their project, with grants paid within 7 days (subject to sufficient checks). 

‘Awards for All’ is looking for innovative, creative projects to be put up for quick assessment and the chance to win the public vote on the day. It could be a project tackling racial harassment, an oral history project exploring past experiences, an arts group that wants to make a film about the issue of human rights or an older people’s club in Aberdeen that wants to visit another part of Scotland to understand its links to the slave trade. 

Submit an application either by post to Awards for All, 1 Atlantic Quay, 1 Robertson Street, Glasgow G2 8JB, to arrive no later than 24th May, or by handing it in at the Gathering by 10am on the 25th of May. For information contact  the Big Lottery Fund on 0870 240 2391 or see http://www.awardsforall.org.uk/scotland/bicentenary.html
TOP


	Events/Conferences/Training Courses
** New or updated this week
** this week!

Equalities Training for Voluntary Organisations

For organisations that receive funding through a Community Planning Partnership or subject to a Regeneration Outcome Agreement
8 May 2007 in Paisley (9.30 – 4.30)

Seminar to raise awareness of the key concepts of equality, gain an understanding of equalities legislation and the implications for the organisation and help identify personal and organisational methods to help implement equalities. For information contact Nan McCluggage 0141 225 8013 / nan.mccluggage@scvo.org.uk
** this week!

Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) Meet the Regulator events

9 May 2007 in Skye
26 September 2007 in Lerwick
Additional events will be held in Edinburgh, Orkney, Western Isles and Dumfries.

A series of half day training events intended for charity trustees and administrators of smaller charities (those with an income of less than £100,000). The programme will include a general introduction to OSCR, the 2005 Act and supporting regulations, Consents and Notifications, Accounts workshop (receipts and payments) and Trustee Duties. For information contact OSCR 01382 220446 / info@oscr.org.uk  or see http://www.oscr.org.uk/EventsCalendar.stm 

The Changing Face of Race Equality

17 May 2007 in Glasgow (9.30 – 4.30)

SCVO seminar to understand the origins, context and manifestation of racism in our society and the changes in focus before and into the 21st century. For information contact Denise Gildea 0141 221 0030 / equalities@scvo.org.uk 

Civicus World Assembly

23 – 27 May 2007 in Glasgow

Civicus is a forum for international civil society representatives to meet to exchange ideas and experiences and to build strategies for a just world. For information see http://www.civicusassembly.org/ 

The Gathering

24 – 26 May in Glasgow
The largest charity and voluntary sector event in the UK, bringing together voluntary sector staff, volunteers, community activists. For information see

http://www.scvo.org.uk/gatherscotland/Home/Home.aspx 

BEMIS is providing a limited number of free stalls at the Gathering to enable ethnic minority organisations to promote their projects. For information contact Heather McMullen 0141 548 8047 / heather.mcmullen@bemis.org.uk 



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
Moving on Up: Visible Minority Ethnic Women at Work

24 May 2007 in Glasgow (9.00 – 10.30)

EOC launch of the report of their investigation into the participation, pay and progression of ethnic minority women in the labour market. For information contact Nicola Swan nicola.swan@eoc.org.uk / 0141 245 1821 or register online at
http://www.gatherscotland.org.uk/Programme/RegisterOnline.aspx?al=t&f=&EID=1540&ISSCVO=N 

Community Cohesion & the Equality Agenda for the 21st Century

25 May 2007 in Glasgow (9.30 – 3.00)

SCVO conference to consider the implications of the Commission for Equality & Human Rights (CEHR) duty to promote “good relations” . It will also explore how the CEHR working in partnership with the voluntary sector can support opportunities to improve relationships and engender meaningful interactions between diverse communities across Scotland. For information contact Linda or Dee 0141 221 0030 / equalities@scvo.org.uk 
Live grant-making event: 2007 Bicentenary of the Abolition of the Slave Trade

25 May 2007 at The Gathering at the SECC in Glasgow

See “Funding Opportunities” (above) for details
Equalities training for voluntary organisations

For organisations that receive funding through a Community Planning Partnership or subject to a Regeneration Outcome Agreement
31 May in Dundee (9.30 – 3.30)
Seminar to raise awareness of the key concepts of equality, gain an understanding of equalities legislation and the implications for the organisation and help identify personal and organisational methods to help implement equalities. For information contact Nan McCluggage 0141 225 8013 / nan.mccluggage@scvo.org.uk
In my own words: services for young children in a multilingual society 
1 June 2007 in Edinburgh
Children in Europe conference to examine how services for young children respond to the diversity of languages spoken in Europe; how they support children in multilingual communities, integrate children with little understanding of the language in principal use and encourage children to learn additional languages. For information see 

http://www.childreninscotland.org.uk/html/tra_tshow.php?ref=981 
** Discrimination Law: Common Themes & Current Developments

1 June 2007 in Glasgow (10.00 – 4.00)

Legal Services Agency conference to identify the common themes and current developments and start looking at discrimination law as a unified whole rather than as a patchwork of disconnected themes.  For information see

http://www.lsa.org.uk/discriminationcommonthemescurrentdev_1.aspx 



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
** What will it mean to be Scottish?
20 June 2007 in Edinburgh (6.00 – 8.00pm)

Scottish Futures Forum event which will be addressed by Professor Charlie Jeffery, Professor of Politics and Co-Director of the Institute of Governance, Edinburgh University, Rajiv Joshi, Chair, Scottish Youth Parliament, and by Professor Andy MacMillan and Fred Smith, both of the Glasgow School of Art. 
For information contact Richard Worsley  richard.worsley2@btinternet.com
MSc in Racism and Imperialism
Begins September 2007

University of Glasgow course that investigates the part played by racism and imperialism in shaping the cultures and structures of the modern world. It invites students to examine the possibility that the emergence of racist beliefs and imperialist politics may be, in surprising and disconcerting ways, central to the development of modern society. Its aims are:

· to examine the roles played by racism and imperialism in the formation of the modern world; 

· to assess various theoretical explanations of the causes, nature and consequences of racism and imperialism; 

· to provide students with the intellectual resources necessary for a critical consideration of the racialised and imperialist power relations in the contemporary context.

For information contact Clair Clarke 0141 330 4088 / c.clarke@socsci.gla..ac.uk  or see http://www.gla.ac.uk/departments/sociology/pginfo/mscracism.htm 
TOP



	Useful Links
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 
Directgov (links to Government Departments)   http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=10013528&chk=8b2gQw 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 




	Useful Links (continued)
One Scotland Many Cultures http://www.onescotland.com/onescotland/osmc_display_home.jsp?pContentID=2&p_applic=CCC&pElementID=1&pMenuID=1&p_service=Content.show& 
Commission for Racial Equality   http://www.cre.gov.uk/index.html 
Equal Opportunities Commission   www.eoc.org.uk
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 
Civic Forum   http://www.civicforum.org.uk/ 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk 
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/Index.stm 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
BBC Parliament online   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm 
TOP
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