E petition for Scottish Gypsy Travellers

23 August 2010 at 22:52 by Coinneach 

Well as no one seems to be using this popular blog I thought I might reach one or two individuals who might like to sign this petition seeking an apology for the ill treatment of Scottish Gypsy Travellers. It would be great to break the 100 barrier by the end of this week. I would also be obliged if you could forward the details to friends and fellow bloggers. Thanks Coinneach 

“Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to formally and publicly apologise for the ill treatment by governments and public bodies of the Scottish Gypsy Traveller community, with evidence clearly showing it to be one of the most marginalised and discriminated communities.”  

http://epetitions.scottish.parliament.uk/view_petition.asp?PetitionID=407

74 Comments

linda duffy

31st August 2010 

Report commentHelo coinneach i have just posted your link to facebook askin for all to sighn , keep up the good work , i have just lived with a travelling family who whilst i was there wer persecuted for their cultural beliefs , anyway keep up the good work and lets all hope we can help rid society of its ill beliefs about this race . 

coinneach

31st August 2010 

Report comment

I presume that you are referring to Ken MacLennan's petition to the Scottish Parliament on Scottish Gypsy Travellers which has created much needed debate on this subject..I believe that it has made the record books by being the biggest discussion on the Parliament's website. Please visit and join in the discussion and sign the petition. Thanks for your post Linda and for getting involved in spreading the word . Wiush there were more like you. Best wishes 

"Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to formally and publicly apologise for the ill treatment by governments and public bodies of the Scottish Gypsy Traveller community, with evidence clearly showing it to be one of the most marginalised and discriminated communities.” http://epetitions.scottish.parliament.uk/view_petition.asp?PetitionID=407 

Linda Duffy

1st September 2010 

Report commentno worries coinneach , i hav posted it on facebook and hav asked all my freinds to sighn , i hav also asked them to pass this on to freinds in their facebook list , so fingers crossed this makes a big difference , any help i can give pleese dont hesitate to get intouch .Regards Linda

Martha Stewart

4th September 2010 

Report comment

Hi Coinneach, great stuff you are doing. Getting Amnesty International involved is excellent, the more people the better. I am enjoying taking part in the debate on the e-petition for An Apology to the Scottish Gypsy Travellers and fully behind it. If you know the petitioner Mr Ken McLennon could you pass my email address on to him as I dont remember putting it on the e-petition, an oversight. The more I see of my people being discriminated against the more I want to get involved in anything that would help my people gain the respect that other ethnic minorities in this country take for granted, as should be the case of course. My people have been sadly maligned for centuries despite trying their hardest to fit in with the more dominant society. I do not think that any community has suffered more in this country than the Scottish Gypsy Travellers via racial discrimination, the things that are allowed to be printed in the press and websites via comments would not be allowed to see the light of day were it any other ethnic community. Its a disgrace that it is allowed to happen and indicates to me how little the press and wider media view this community. Amnesty please help us gain the respect and the protection of the law of our own country before anyone else in my community suffers needlessly through the apathy of the Scottish Government and local government and all the way down the ladder to some of the local community. Thank you.

coinneach

4th September 2010 

Report commentMartha and Linda I am delighted to receive your posts. I am also delighted that you are supporting the epetition so enthusiastically. The more who know about the situation re Scottish Gypsy Travellers the better the chance of some kind of resolution of these issues. Racial discrimination and violation of human rights is not acceptable in Scotland in the 21 Century. Keep up the good work. I am watching the discussions with great interest and wish you all the very best. 

Martha Stewart

5th September 2010 

Report comment

Thank you Coinneach. And thank you also for bringing the awareness of the Scottish Gypsy Traveller community to a wider audience via Amnesty International UK. I would also like to thank Ken McLennan for doing the same thing with his e-petition, it is people like your goodself and Ken who allow me to believe that there are still some of the settled community who accept us for who and what we are. I also admire the work done by Amnesty International and thank heaven that there are organizations such as Amnesty who do everything in their power to help those with a voice but are not heard. God bless you all. 

Coinneach

5th September 2010 

Report commentThere are a lot of good people out there – all we need to do is to give them the courage to speak out by speaking out ourselves. There is a lot of work to do and it may take a generation or ,more to change but it can be done with the support of all communities.

Martha Stewart

5th September 2010 

Report comment

I agree there are a lot of good people out there in the settled community and in the Scottish Gypsy Traveller community and for the most part the two communities rub along together quite nicely. It would appear to me that most of the confrontation between the settled community and the Scottish Gypsy Traveller community arises when Scottish Gypsy Travellers arrive en masse to camp and stay over on land that may or may not be private, or may or may not be council owned. The world is getting smaller and smaller for the Scottish Gypsy Travellers. The lack of sites is deplorable. Obviously we cannot blame the settled community per se for that particular problem. I think the blame lays firmly at the doorstep of the particular local council (firstly) whose area it is that Scottish Gypsy Travellers happen to be find themselves in at any given time. If there were more transit sites made available it would alleviate the problem the settled community have with such a large amount of caravans being parked near their homes (I can appreciate the sight of them would be somewhat alarming, but the Scottish Gypsy Travellers live in extended family groups which has and still is their way of life) and also would alleviate the problems for the Scottish Gypsy Travellers when confronted with the harassment which usually always follows after setting up camp. Being indigenous to this country the Scottish Gypsy Travellers right to be allowed to continue their peripatetic way of life which has been in existence for centuries should be acknowledged and they should be given all the help they can from the Scottish Government in order to sustain it. The settled community should not have to put up with continually being alarmed when six or seven caravans sometimes more, arrive en masse to a village near them. There is a great pressing need for more sites. I do not think it is unreasonable to expect the Scottish Government to pull out all the stops in order for that to be accomplished. Ultimately if the Scottish Government did address the problem of lack of sites for Scottish Gypsy Travellers and put money into building transit sites for them, they would be going along way to stopping this continual harassment and ill feeling between the settled community and the Scottish Gypsy Travellers. Then and only then would it be possible perhaps to build bridges between us. 

Coinneach

5th September 2010 

Report commentWords of wisdom indeed. I only hope that people read this post .Why not copy it and put it on the epetition site. I also think that we could do with someone like you in Parliament. Ever thought of being the first Scottish Gypsy Traveller MSP? Take care and thanks again for posting.

Martha Stewart

7th September 2010 

Report comment

Would just like to quote something out of “The Book of Sandy Stewart” as I think it is relevant to the e-petition debate that Mr Ken McLennan has going at present.

“The stranger or outsider was sensed as a menace by ancient communities. But Travellers also preserve a feeling of mistrust for those outwith their society, at times bordering on paranoia, but perhaps understandable from the historical point of view. At one time, an itinerant without a trade was deemed a social misfit and liable to be transported or worse. Even in the 1920s, certain Chief Constables held the view that Tinkers[i] should be put into labour colonies. [ii] Under the Nazis, at the instance of Hitler, Himmler and Heydrich, the order was given for the liquidation of all gypsies. 

Travellers are still with us, and controversy never far behind them. Many have struggled to retain an identity of which they are very conscious and in some cases very proud. Besides their own specific caste culture Travellers have retained a Scottish tradition, expressed in the great ballads, folk-tales and bagpipe music. ….[…]…Travellers had long enjoyed a customary right to camp on common ground, unproductive land, or by the side of ancient rights-of-way. ‘The old gentry and nobility used to give them camping grounds and many Tinker[iii] families had the hereditary right of camping on certain lands, which the older proprietors allowed to be used from immemorial time[iv]In the 1920s, a new type of estate owner was being found – moneyed individuals from the ranks of the bourgeoisie. There was no continuity of tradition over camping grounds; the land was there but the tolerance was not. Travellers were ordered away and kept on the move. The police were regularly called to deal with situations of conflict as owners enforced their powers without fail, and at times with a zealous inhumanity". 

(Stewart, A, ed Leitch. “The Book of Sandy Stewart” Scottish Academic Press. Edinburgh.1988. pxxii). 

This is an excerpt out of an oral autobiography which had my maternal uncle Sandy Stewart as the subject matter. Judging from reading this excerpt nothing much has changed. 

[i] Old name for Scottish Gypsy Travellers (pejorative usage now) as older s g t were often designated tinsmiths where word Tinker derives from. 

[ii] Questionnaire Return from the Chief Constable of Dumbarton to Andrew McCormick dated 30th November 1921. The 1918 Departmental Committee on the Tinkers dismissed the proposal of the 1906 Committee that Tinkers should be put into labour colonies.

[iii] See endnote i

[iv] Rev. Denis Sutherland in Gentleman and Swift “Scotland's Travelling People”, pg 16

Martha Stewart

7th September 2010 

Report comment

PS. … suddenly dawned on me, am I within the law by posting extract's from books on this site and epitition site. Never dawned on me about any legalities arising from this. Am I within the law? from "worried"

Sebastian

7th September 2010 

Report comment

Martha 

I think you are fine. 

Legally, article 30(2) of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 permits the use of written copyright works for the purpose of reporting current events as long as you acknowledge the author. Perhaps you might want to state the author explicitely to be on the safe side, but I don't think this is necessary as you have referenced the book itself. There are also other arguements that might apply that suggest this isn't a breach. 

Commercially, I don't see why the author would object to free advertising on Amnesty International blogs. 

P.S, this post does not represent formal legal advice and independent legal advice should be sought if worried. 

Martha Stewart

7th September 2010 

Report comment

Thank you Sebastian, you have set my mind at rest. The author of said book sadly passed away in the late 1980's and I do not think that he thought that what he said would turn into a book. May I just say the problem with the book itself is that firstly there were only 750 copies printed and it is marginalised insofar that it is written in Scots. However, thank you very much for your kind advice. Much appreciated.

Martha Stewart

9th September 2010 

Report commentAs an insight into how long this harassment of Scottish Gypsy Travellers has been going on I would like to give you a small preview into my personal circumstances and why I feel so strongly about what is happening to my people still to this day. Aberdeen county council decided in 1958 to take it upon themselves to be the custodians of Scottish Gypsy Traveller children's civil rights or so it would seem in order to give the children a better chance in life. I was one of them along with my siblings and cousins when they swooped into the encampment at night and snatched us away. Strangely, it was not only Aberdeen county council who thought of our civil rights at that time, Fife county council was at it too, and heaven only knows where else in Scotland that year. Like sandy my cousin who was also snatched from his family in the middle of the night in Fife, I was never allowed access to my family again once I had been taken away. My mother was killed at the age of 36yrs in a car crash and my father was knocked down and killed at the age of 37), at the time of their deaths I was still too young to leave care and look for them myself. Through having access to my social work files, I have written proof that my mother who would have been 23yrs old at the time and my father 26yrs old, continually asked for their children back. “According to international human rights instruments we all have the right to family ties and a family life and to practice the culture and traditions of our family whether or not these are shared by the majority of the people in the country in which we live“ My cousin sandy was denied the right of a family, to a family life, and we were both denied access to any of our family members. Is this not another form of discrimination? The harassment and racial slurs is a continual feature of the Scottish Gypsies Travellers way of life today. Never a day goes past but they are being demonised in some of the newspapers in this country because of illegal encampments, through lack of sites and transit sites. The Scottish Gypsy Travellers unlike other minorities in this country are indigenous to Scotland which would lend you, supposedly, to believe that for that very reason we would be better protected against any harassment. As has been seen in the dark and murky past and continuing until today this is not the case. Please help us retain our way of life before it all gets too much for us to bear. Any minority people should not have to live with the fear and stress the way my people have to day in and day out of every week, every month, and every year of their lives on this earth. May I just take this opportunity to say very well done to Mr Shamus Mcphee et al who were involved in the making of the film 'the forgotten experiment'? I was taken aback at the living conditions that Mr Shamus Mcphee finds himself in but despite this he wants to remain living the way his family has done for centuries. I for one admire him for that.

Coinneach

9th September 2010 

Report comment

Thank you Martha for sharing your harrowing experiences with Amnesty members and others. I hope that they might show their solidarity by visiting the epetition you refer to, by reading the informtion provided and by signing it. The link is provided above. 

Best wishes and thanks again 

Coinneach 

coinneach

11th September 2010 

Report commentThank you Mrs Marshall for sharing so much with us. I only hope that some good will come out of this – I believe that it will and I hope that Amnesty readers will support this community in obtaining an apology and getting some action underway to stop the human rights violations that are currently taking place and have been taking place for so long. Amnesty members adopted the Aberdeen Amnesty group motion at the AGM in April 2009 which sought support for this community – members are asked again to support this community now in obtaining an apology. The motion was put to the membership in Swansea by the kilted Ken MacLennan – the apology petitioner 

Linda Duffy

13th September 2010 

Report commentmartha hi i dont know if u remeber me , we chatted on the other forum , i was telling my friend about ur story and she thinks she may be cousins to u , their family name was townsley, and your story is similar to that wat happend to their family , anyway if this could be the case you can let me know , as if you re related theyv given me their phone numbers to pass on , great to see the forum , and to coinneach i read about your comment to martha and i agree , im traveller from my dads side like martha i was brought up in the settled community , i never got to see my father aftr i turned 2 and sadly wen i reached 16 and went in search of him he was dead , so i read about my culture via books , i second that martha should consider becoming the first sgt msp and any help i can give i will , i am very passionate about this subject and promote its coz to all my freinds , anyway thankyou again martha n you can let me know regards linda 

Coinneach

13th September 2010 

Report commentThanks Linda for your post. I'm glad that you support the idea of a SGT MSP. I think that we will have to work on that one. Hope that you and others will be attending the event at Moulin Kirk Pitlochry on the 18th – it would be great to see you all there. Take care and as my late father in law said the truth will out. I only wish I get to see it.

coinneach

13th September 2010 

Report comment

History is in the making. 675 posts to date in the discussion on this e petition and 211 signatures. Would like to at least double this before the 24 September – please read Ken MacLennan's petition and if you think it worthy of you signature sign it. Please help him make a difference – a difference that might help stop the violation of human rights against this community.

Thanks

Coinneach

Linda Duffy

14th September 2010 

Report commentHi martha , if its the reids u are related to then esther is a relation of yours , we will both be in attendance at ptlochry and look forward to meeting you and your sister , i am leving you my mobile number and pleese feel free to contact me at any time , 07748744070 , this a old sim number i no longer use but i will keep it on so you can contact me , and no martha i never manged to aquire a photo of my dad , altho apparently all i hav to do is look in the mirror and its him lookin back at me , and one day il be reunited with him .Coinneach im 100% positive the truth will out and as sad as it was that your dear father did not see it im sure you shall , keep up your good work coinneach . what time is the meeting at in Pitlochry as we will be leeving for glasgow and will need to time buses etc , Regards Linda . 

Martha Stewart

14th September 2010 

Report comment

Hello Linda, delighted you will be coming. I shall text you a message tonight and then you can text me when you are at Pitlochry so that I can find you. The only thing that keeps me going to is knowing I too will be reunited with my mother and father in a more tolerant place eventually. Best wishes Martha 

Martha Stewart

14th September 2010 

Report comment

the meeting is between 12 – 4pm then there is singing at night with Sheila Stewart. I will be arriving about 3pm and hoping I am not too late to see the exhibition. Cannot get there earlier as I am picking up my friend at the museum she works at and she does not finish till 1pm.

see you there. Martha

Yes Coinneach do keep up the good work as I for one very much appreciate it.

Coinneach

15th September 2010 

Report comment

Martha delighted that you are attending the event at Moulin. And good that Linda will also be there. Might see you both. Take care and best wishes and thanks Martha for your kind comments.

Coinneach 

Martha Stewart

15th September 2010 

Report comment

Hello again Linda, the name Esther was bothering me as I was quite sure I had heard it before. If it is the same Esther, then she would be related to me. Is her mother Mary Reid, whose parents were Martha Stewart and Henry Reid. If so I am looking forward to meeting her very much. If Esther is the same person I am thinking about she would be my 3rd cousin. Anyway look forward to seeing you both on Saturday. best wishes Martha

jess smith

19th September 2010 

Report comment

Hi to all you lovely people who came along to my exhibition of the Travelling culture at Pilochry and Moulin Heritage tryst on Saturday 18th. this was the second time i organised my exhibits at the Kirk and my gratitude goes wholeheartedly to the committee who organised the whole event and kindly allowed the space i needed. Last time which was 2 years ago Shamus MacPhee took his paintings and sketches to dorn the walls of the old kirk and this year he did the same. I am also indepted to Sheila Stewart for adding Belle's old black kettle, my local blacksmith for forging the chittie irons, Roma artist Ferdinand Koci for his gripping painting of the sleeping boy after the holocust, also Crieff's wife of the chimney sweep for her croched camp fire scene. To Mercury Signs for gathering all my photo exhibits onto pop-up banners which I shall be displaying on October 1st at Elphinstone's Centre at Aberdeen University and to all the hands who helped make the day another wonderful success. Pitlochry was where my parents and grandparents fought to exist as human beings in the wood at Edradour. Maternal grand parents were also part of the Bobbin Mill experiment. My mother ran the gauntlet with education officialdom from Perth to try and shut down the tiny Aldour Tinker school. All my people hid in the woods under the fear that at any day the cruelty and sanitary men would round up the bairns and house them in the growing number of orphanages sprouting up in Scotland. this practice was called 'removing the pauper taint.' at last as a culture we are coming together to say to our ancestors- 'we are here because of your sacrifices- we will never forget or deny who we are.' 

The concert in the evening was also a great sucess. My dear friends Sheila Stewart, Jock Duncan and I shared some nostalgic memories, sang traditional songs and a laugh our two with a lovely audience. 

Last year's celebration of our culture was at Abernethy Musem-next year's in in the planning, Jess

Martha Stewart

20th September 2010 

Report comment

I thought the paintings and photgraphs and exhibits were very very interesting Jess. My friends and sister enjoyed themselves immensely. You obviously put a lot of work and effort into making it a very interesting and enjoyable day for everyone. And the sun came out to. Very well done to you. You are indeed a hard worker for the Scottish Gypsy Travellers cause and it has not gone unnoticed. I also got to meet up with Ken McLennan and Doreen MacIntyre, two lovely people who definately have our interests at heart. I for one will never deny who I am. It was also lovely to see my cousin Sheila Stewart. Unfortunately you disappeared as I was going to introduce you to Esther Burke. Next time. Take care Jess

Martha Stewart

20th September 2010 

Report comment

Just a thought to share. Exhibitions like the one Jess puts on are very valuable in learning about the history of our people. But please do not let that be the only way the next generation coming up will be able to learn about their culture. This is a living culture for now, let it ever be so.

Martha Stewart

20th September 2010 

Report comment

Just to reiterate if there is any help in the future that I can give to you Coinneach please feel free to ask. The sentiments are the same to towards Ken McLennan who has put the e-petition together, if there is anything i can do no matter how small let me know ken if you read this site. Now I must get on with my thesis as I have neglected it for both of these two worthy causes and do not regret it for one moment. Thank you Coinneach and Ken McLennan for all your hard work.

Coinneach

21st September 2010 

Report comment

Jess glad tohear that the awareness raising event at Moulin was a success. Wish you all the best for the future.

Thanks Martha for the offer of assistance and for your kind remarks. Good luck with the thesis.

coinneach

23rd September 2010 

Report commentHi tomorrow is the last day of Ken MacLennan's petition. If you haven't already read it please do so and if you agree with what you read please sign. There have been over 900 posts discussing the issues. I hop that it may even find its way in to the Guinness Book of Records. A lot of human rights issues take place in other parts of the world – this is happening on your own doorsteps. In particular I would ask the Scottish Amnesty groups and University groups to consider signing this petition – so many people from civic society are involved in campaigning for the rights of this community – please assist them. I will keep readers up to date on what happens after the petition closes – it should be an interesting next few months for Ken – let's hope that he has the stamina to keep going – let's hope that the Scottish Gypsy Travellers can keep going as well in their battle to gain recognition, respect and their human rights. 

Ken MacLennan

25th September 2010 

Report commentThanks to Coinneach and everyone else who supported my epetition. The petition is now closed and has been submitted to the petitions committee of the Scottish Parliament. There were 957 posts and 232 signatures. You can follow its progress on line by using the petition link above. I had hoped to make a final comment but was unable to do so. I will endeavour to provide you with some further information on this site at a later time. Watch this space.

coinneach

28th September 2010 

Report comment

Yesterday I came across a press statement from the Equality and Human Rights Commission that had just been released.

"Eqaulity and Human Rights Commission Scotland issues call for urgent national leadership on Gypsy Traveller Accommodation stalemate"

The statement goes on to say 

"This has been an ugly summer with regards to dsputes between local communities and Gypsy Travellers and it is in no ones interest for this to continue. The Scottish Government can no longer state that only local solutions are the answer. Simply evicting people from one area displaces tghe problem to another group of local residents and the cycle continues. It is not fair on the residents and it is not fair on Gypsy Travellers 

We are calling on the Scottish Government to devote the necessary resources to secure the sites we desperately need and to bring people together to seek resolution."

(to be continued) 

coinneach

28th September 2010 

Report comment

continued

As well as admitting the seriousness of the accommodation situation – just one area where this community is being discriminated against (the long awaited report referred to in this press release has still to be made public!) it did also in "Notes to the Eddtors" state:

"The Commission is concerned about the moderation of on-line comment boards accompanying Gypsy Traveller media articles; we have recently seen comments such as 'Hazlehead crematorium has capacity for the final solution'. It is our view that such comments amount to either direct racism or incitement to racial harassment. We ask that news editors regularly review their comments boards and moderate as required."

Comments made in the discussion on Ken MacLennan's epetition referred to such cases which were reported to the authorities but which were met with the official response that it was not in the public interest to take action or that there was insuffiient evidence to proceeed..

Whatever the case it is of great importance that these matters have now been raised by the EHRC and have been made public.

Martha Stewart

30th September 2010 

Report comment

Saddened to read today in the paper that the proposed Gypsy Traveller site in North of Aberdeen is not going ahead. Rather thought it would not. A case of "Not on my doorstep please" I think. It was a majority verdict not to have the sight and apparently after a heated discussion. I wonder if they asked any Gypsy Travellers their opinion. And would it have mattered anyway? 

Lydia Greentree

30th September 2010 

Report comment

I add my name to the petition also. Action must be taking to gain an apology as this this treatment of Scottish Gypsies equates to nothing more than racism. It saddens me to think that it is not just in this country that the ill treatment of gypsies is occurring; France for example is one country widely engaging in such actions. Furthermore the fact it has been happening for decades just adds insult to injury in my opinion. 

So good luck fight and keep fighting for your cause. 

coinneach

1st October 2010 

Report comment

Thank you Martha and Lydia for your posts. They are most approeciated on this blog.

Martha didn't hear about the latest on the north Aberdeen site but like you am not at all surprised. Must read it before commenting further. 

Lydia thanks for supporting Ken and the petition. Would totally agree with your conclusion about racism. 

The EHRC is due to submit its Triennial Review to the UK government – it will be of great interest to see what it says about the Scottish Gypsy Traveller community.

Watch this space.

jess smith

7th October 2010 

Report comment

hello friends, I've been very active promoting my books and away from computer. Sorry you couldn't make Aberdeen Martha it would have been nice catching up. I did enjoy seeing Sam's film. The racism dogging S G/Ts has been ongoing since the Reformation. Go back to that time, take the word Egyptian, a 'hell and damnation' pulpit, a firebrand preacher and the story of Moses. It doesn't take a genius to see what fate awaited 'those vagabond thieves calling themselves little egpytians.' Read Scottish Gypsies under the Stewarts and Domestic annals of Scotland 1400-to the reformation and educate yourselves on the real reasons for Gypsy bashing. 

Hard to think that in this new age such propaganda survived. Believe me-it has and still does! I am talking to the church at the moment and then I'll aproach parliament. My 'apology attempt' 3 yrs ago failed to gain any movement when out of 14 MSP's only Margo Macdonald replied sympathetically.

Scotland cannot afford to harbour racism. She herself was subjected to it for centuries and should know better. She should open her heart and remember what happened to the highland cairds,their language, religion and forced emigration.

Pre 1960 we were referred to as a Nawkens(horseman), Tinker (tinsmith), Caird (smith) Gipsy( wanderer from India) Mugger (potter), Horner(crastman in horn), Forger (metal men) Toughlers (leather softeners-the name Townsley comes from this trade) and many, many other titles.

There's doubts about our arriving in the 15th century. (Read Andrew Sinclair's ROSSLYN) That was when the reformation began its strangle hold. Oh and another name we had was 'witch' (craftsmen in sorcery, fortune telling and nacromency). We are not put to flame these days but the use of propaganda re media etc is still powerfully strong and for our lifestyle eradication. 

when every man, woman and child regardless of ethnicity is ID'd, counted and controlled all discrimination will cease. The G/T refuses to be bound down and that is the problem in Society's box existence thinking- we wont be counted!

Martha Stewart

7th October 2010 

Report comment

Sending greetings to everyone from Barra, thank goodness for the portable laptop. I was on my way to Aberdeen when I got word of a passing of a very close family friend. 

Did not even manage to see Sam's film at the Edinburgh film festival as was away and so was Sam. Thankfully we have a copy at home. He is quite the thespian

The situation regarding the SGT's at the moment is quite similar to the situation the Gaels found themselves in when people started visiting the Western Isles. Seen as an 'inferior' race their language was derided and most Gaels were forced to speak English at school, their own language being regarded as inferior. Thankfully the situation regarding the Gaelic speaking community has been turned on its head and valued now for its uniqueness, and historical significance in the shaping of this great country of ours Scotland. I wish I could say the same for the SGT's who for the most part were displaced clansmen who fought for their country in the great battle of 1746 and the all the wars that have come after. Some of us do have a sprinkling of Romany about us also of which I am very proud. I am hopeful and feeling positive that with so many people taking an interest in the SGT's situation that improvements albeit slowly will come about eventually. 

Martha Stewart

7th October 2010 

Report comment

It's raining so stuck indoors for the moment.

Interestingly enough Jess just finished reading Victor Hugo's book in which the medieval French referred to the Romanies as Egyptians. Give a people a name and it sticks. Take your point Jess, the settled population called them Egyptians. Thus, where the word Gypsy originates. The Gypsies were amongst the population as well as Jews who were targeted for extermination on racial grounds in the Final Solution, as Ken has mentioned on the e-petition many times. They arrived in Europe about the year 1300 from India which they had left nearly three centuries before as a military population of mixed, non-Aryan origin assembled to fight the invading Muslims. This would suggest that the Romany's are not of Egyptian origin but of Indian origin as Egypt is predominantly an Islamic country ie. Muslim. On further investigation I found that Ronald Lee a Romany had this to say:“ Despite the fact that our Indian origin has now proven beyond question, even today (2009), in the age of the Internet, there is still a widespread and totally erroneous belief that we originated in Egypt! “It would appear that because of their dark skin (Indian heritage) the settled population were under the impression they were Egyptians, an easy mistake to make. Once again evidence that the settled population had not intermingled with the Travelling community of that time, or had bothered to get to know them which is still happening today. 

We as Scottish Gypsy Travellers have for the most part no proof of where we originated either. Some of our heritage certainly would come from displaced clansmen and also some of us have a smattering of Romany blood but we are all Gypsy Travellers. I can trace my family back 250yrs and in all that time they were all Tinsmiths, Hawkers, and Pedlars, it would appear the name given to any itinerant group such as Romany's and SGT's in the dark and distant past was very much dependant on where they were at the time. I am proud of the fact that I am a Scottish Gypsy Traveller and there is no getting away from the fact that Scottish, Irish and Romany Gypsies do have a different culture from mainstream society and in many respects are different from each other as the language shows ie Romany for the Romany Gypsies, Shelta for the Irish Gypsy Travellers and Cant for the Scottish Gypsy Travellers, having said that there is evidence that the three communities have mixed with Romany and Shelta being found in the Cant, and vice versa. Further north in Scotland their is evidence of Gaelic words in the Cant of the Sutherland and Caithness Scottish Gypsy Travellers. However, the problem facing us today is that we should be allowed to maintain our respective cultures. And as indigenous people of Scotland the SGT's should be given much more help in maintaining their culture. This unfortunately does not seem to be happening. I back you all the way with your intention of approaching the parliament Jess and sincerly look forward to finding out how you get on. Good luck with it.

jess smith

7th October 2010 

Report comment

Hi Martha,

thanks for that

not read Victor Hugo's book but have read several books which refer to our culture in history and they are so repetitive-read one-read 'em all. Recently unearthed some revelations which I hope will change perceptions. Brilliant stuff! You'll love getting your teeth into this. To my fellow Travellers-keep up the good fight

coinneach

7th October 2010 

Report comment

Martha and Jess you have been very busy and thanks for raising awareness of the history of this community. 

Keep up the good work and let's hope that this community gets the justice that it rightly deserves, 

Look out for the publication of the EHRC's Triennial Review on the 11th October. I also see that Ken Maclennan got the last post on the other epetition 

Take care all

Martha Stewart

7th October 2010 

Report comment

I would not go as far as to say "read one read them all" as each has its own perception of us. Its what you take out of the book yourself in many cases. We are all still learning which is a good thing but the best way to find out about us is to speak to us or Ronald Lee or any other Gypsy Traveller. Something the settled community Jess you will agree seem rather reluctant to do. In any case we are all individuals. 

Martha Stewart

7th October 2010 

Report commentJess have you got your book titled "No life for Riley" or was called "On the green" published yet as I am especially looking forward to reading it. We could have done with you commenting on the e-petition you are far too modest for your own good. 

Martha Stewart

7th October 2010 

Report commentAre you going to put the revelations into your book Jess if it has not been published yet or will we get to hear of them on this blog as I for one cant wait to see what you have unearthed. Please dont keep it a secret. Take care and hope to see you soon, regards to Dave.

jess smith

8th October 2010 

Report comment

Book was the research of over twenty years-helped immensely by people too numerous to mention. You Martha sent me, as you know, tons of written work and for that I am more than grateful. It has been of enormous help.

Threats came thick and fast but I ignored them and finalised 'No life for Riley' which included the entire 1895 Report, loaded with eronous statements of drunken parents, seperate schools, burning tents, orphanages removing the pauper taint', forced removal of babies, Gypsy slavery and laws against gypsies.

Years, searching for back up evidence, working, sometimes through the night until 100,000 words was written to give my people back their history and respect. It would serve as a platform for future historians to take another look at our proud ancestors and rethink why it was so necessary to demonise an entire culture. At first publishers were going ahead with it but for weak reasons they turned me down. Excuse was, fans wanted my usual work-jingling carts and campfire tales. 

So 'Riley' is now home with me and we are taking another approach. I will not be beaten- the history will be in public hands, just written in another way. I made that promise to my father and I will keep it.. 

Politicians and their friends come, do their damage and fade away but as old Belle put it, there will be trevellers until 'doomsday in the afternoon,' 

Martha Stewart

8th October 2010 

Report commentI know you will get it published for every other s g t to read Jess and I for one will look forward to reading it. It certainly deserves to be made available for everyone. I wish you the best of luck and look forward to having a copy of it on my bookcase sometime soon. All the best Martha

gypsy kid

8th October 2010 

Report commentI was taken away from my mother as she left me alone in a flat when i was only a few months old. my father rescued me after someone reported that i was left alone for long periods of time. iam glad that i was rescued as i could have ended up like Madeline and never seen again as my mother left me alone in an unlocked apartment that is why my father was able to take me home. i think in my case it was a rare thing that happened with me with my gypsy mother and not saying all gypsy people do this at all but still i am glad now that my father came and took me home to a safe environment where i was much loved and cared for. i am for most of the things on this site but i am maybe a case where i was done right by. i am definitly a case where i was done right by where i was taken home from my mother. who knows what could have become of me if i had stayed with her i could have been stolen by anyone. anyone could have walked in and taken me but thank god above and the angels that my dad was told what was happening and he rescued me. i know some babies were taken away but i felt i had to say that in my case it was a blessing and my father had a right to take me home and i am glad to this day that he did. i think there are some wrong things happen but not with me. i dont think anyone could say that what my dad did was wrong he helped his child and took me home to be cared for.

jess smith

10th October 2010 

Report comment

Dear Gypsy kid, all through society there are weaknesses, G/Ts included. Every day we read of abandoned babies, abused children and battered wives. Many of my relatives were guilty of such atrocities, you were lucky. In my books I wrote a few short stories with sad endings-those my publishers allowed. 

You sound as if you have a strong faith and have used your understanding to think fondly of people who see no hope, feel no love and what there is left is pain and no resect. Sounds like your Mum was weak and held little respect for herself and less for her baby. Use your faith for the better and you will be twice the person and do twice the good as your mother could have done. I wish you well in all you do. Many wise people came from pain and sorrow, using their experiences to help the less fortunate

coinneach

13th October 2010 

Report comment

Thanks Jess for taking the time to respond to Gypsy Kid. 

I also like Martha look forward to reading your book when it is published. 

Martha good to see that you are working away. 

Gypsy Kid if you would like to have someone to discuss what happened to you the Citizen's Advice Bureau may be able to point you in the right direction. It might be that you are quite happy with the situation and then I just wish you all the best and thanks for your post.

Take care

P. Reid

22nd October 2010 

Report comment

I think Jess Smith should be the first MSP for the SGTs. She is more knowledgable and doesn't come across as sarcastic. I looked at the petition on the apology By ken mcklennan and martha stewart just was putting herself up and looking for a job. She was just deriding anyone who did not agree with her and couldnt even put her name to her bairny comments half the time. even her daughter thought she was doing no good but bad and martha then publicly disowned her after bullying her off the site. what kind of family orientated gypsy is she? Worth ethic martha? You seem to be on holiday most of the time. Or is that just a facade you give out rather than let on you clean the lavvies you are ashamed to clean? You should be pleased you have a job! Some folk are not able to work!! She just antagonises people and makes the situation worse. Id rather see Jess or someone else worthey as a msp for us than martha stewart. most folk ive let see that petition said martha stewart was a trouble maker and just enjoyed fighting with folk for the sake of it. Thats no good to us!!! We need someone who can put their views across without causing everyone to be offended and ridiculed and feeling like a racist nazi!! 

Are you even an sgt martha? or just a wannabe? As an sgt myself i am barely able to scrape by to live let alone enjoy holidays all over the place. 

Grampian Police? You were the cleaner. martha you are a fraud. you care about martha. yourself. end of. 

Let the TRUE gypsies be heard!!! Not these frauds! 

Martha Stewart

23rd October 2010 

Report comment

Thank you for taking such a personal interest in me Madge sorry" p reid". I have already said that I am a non political animal which you would have known if you had read the epitition "p reid", I also do not like the limelight that is why I think Jess should become an MSP. Jess is a very nice person and will do a very good job. As someone who is evidently very interested in politics it is a pity Jess did not feel like commenting on the epitition especially as she is going to speak to parliament, I am quite sure she would have had some very interesting things to say on the epitition and that we could have learned a thing or two. Good luck Jess with your approach to parliament I wish you well with your efforts on the Gypsies behalf. 

I have cleaned toilets in the past in order to keep food on the table for my son and I and let me tell you p reid. I am not ashamed to say that I have cleaned toilets as believe it or not p reid there is no shame in being a toilet cleaner and I think you do a disservice to anyone that is or has been a toilet cleaner. There is no shame in cleaning toilets, some of the nicest people I have met have been toilet cleaners. It is better than sitting on your backside and letting the state pay for the food on your table is it not. I know of one or two people who are very nice people and who cleaned toilets all their lives. No shame in that, did it myself. Have you tried it p reid? I know there are some people who cannot work and that is why I and others get tax off our wages as toilet cleaners to pay for the unfortunates who cannot and I do not grudge a penny. I did work for Grampian Police. I also have a very nice letter from the Inspector of the station written to me when I left, if you want to see it give me your real name and address and I will send you a copy. I may be many things "p reid" but I am not a liar. Everything I said on the e-pitition can be backed up and verified. I will not reply to any posts you put on here again as this it not a blog to take a personal stab at someone as you have done me, but to discuss the SGT situation as it stands just now. But you know that too dont you "p reid". 

Martha Stewart

23rd October 2010 

Report comment

Keep up with the good work Coinneach. Will be visiting (yes holidaying again!) Linda Duffy in a fortnight's time and we will put our heads together along with Esther and see if we can come up with some fresh ideas on how to win this never ending battle we have with the lack of sites and also the bad press we get. Not saying we will come up with anything valid, but three heads are better than one. Discussion, discussion and more discussion plus action if we can come up with anything concrete. Will let you know Coinneach, even if we do not come up with anything, trying is the essential ingredient because we cannot afford to give up. It is essential that we keep up a dialogue here, there and anywhere just to keep the problems that the SGT's have 'alive'. 

Martha Stewart

23rd October 2010 

Report comment

"p reid" take note! After getting advice I have reported your comments to the moderators of this blog. You called me a fraud, that is defamation of character. Also you brought up erroneous personal information about me on this blog.. Your post has nothing to do with SGT's human rights which is what this blog is about, and a gross personal attack, on my character, on information (erroneous) which you supposedly got on another site. I know who you are.

"appalled"

23rd October 2010 

Report comment

I am appalled at P Reid's attack on Martha Stewart. She is the only one out of P Reid and Jess Smith who actually bothered to contribute to the debate on Ken McLennan's e-petition. I think P Reid's comment should be taken off this blog as it is for SGT's human rights not the rights of people to personally attack someone who has worked bloomin hard for this cause and the apology e-petition. If it is not taken off I would strongly suggest to Martha to take the defamation further.

Good luck in everything you do Martha you deserve it.

Martha Stewart

23rd October 2010 

Report comment

Thank you "Appalled" for your support. In future I will just rise above it as they say,as Ithink I will be plagued by this sort of thing whatever I do. All I am concerned about is the situation concerning the SGT's ie press harassment, lack of sites which fuel the press harassment etc., and I will go on campagining alongside anyone else with the SGT's best interests at heart like Coinneach and Ken MacLennan, Linda Duffy, Lynne Tammi etc.,

NB. the spelling of MacLennan 'p reid'.

Martha Stewart

23rd October 2010 

Report comment

May I make a genuine suggestion to 'p reid' if you are hardly able to scrape by as an SGT, (and I do not think for one minute that being an SGT is a reason to bemoan the fact that you can only scrape by), as you mentioned the Grampian Police – have you never thought of joining them and becoming a Police person? My daughter was obsessed by joining the Police Force last year and could only talk about the Police, I hope she has put her application in as she is 5feet 10in and would make a wonderful police woman. If that is of any help to you 'p reid' you will find they have good rates of pay and enhancements, and speaking from experience as a civilian worker in the past for Grampian Police they are a great bunch of people to work for, and I would certainly recommend them for employment to anyone unemployed, and would have no hesitation in working for them myself in future if the occasion arose. I hope that this suggestion helps you in your hunt for work 'p reid'. All the best.

Martha Stewart

23rd October 2010 

Report comment'p reid' one last thing in case you are wondering, the Police Force do employ SGT's as they employed me in 2000 and I am a bona fide SGT as you can find anywhere and I very much commend the Police Force for employing ethnic minority's. If it is an office job you want try the Procurator Fiscal's Office they also employ SGT's as I was one of them. Good luck. 

Martha Stewart

23rd October 2010 

Report comment

Would just like to point out that what is happening to the SGT's at this precise moment in time is very akin to "nazi racism" with slurs in the local press about the "crematorium and the final solution" and also "lets castrate them" certainly not my words. Wonder where the author of these words got that two ghastly ideas from? And wonder why the press so fit to print them. Any ideas anyone?

"appalled"

24th October 2010 

Report comment

I like the comment that P Reid makes about Martha Stewart [sic] Are you even an sgt martha? or just a wannabe? I had a good laugh at that. Who in their right minds would "wannabe" a SGT in this climate of non-tolerance towards nomadism and especially of indigenous nomadism. I would understand if Martha Stewart was a "wannabe" celebrity, but a "wannabe" SGT. Go back to the drawing board P Reid and do some research on the situation regarding the SGT's in their own country and then come back and ask her if she is a "wannabe" SGT. 

Regarding not being able to "scrape by" you obviously have not got the ability of the real SGT's to reinvent yourself and do work that would suit the itinerant lifestyle of "genuine" SGT's. 

I to read the e-petition of Ken MacLennan's and noticed that Martha Stewart supported and encouraged her daughter to comment on the epetition as she thought she had some valid points. But personally think she was banging her head against a brick wall with her daughter. All her daughter seemed to want to do was fall out with anyone who disagreed or did not acknowledge her posts. Commenting on how glad she was that Ken and Lynne had finally acknowledge her. What was that all about. She fell out withLynne Tammie, suggested that Ken MacLennan was calling anyone who disagreed with him a "nazi racist" and seemed in general to see herself as a member of the settled community and even at one point asked her poor mother what she should call her? Go back and read the e-petition again P Reid.

I think people will come to their own conclusions about Martha Stewarts contributions to Ken MacLennan's worthy e-petition and I most certainly think that none of them will reflect P Reids warped account. 

Martha Stewart

24th October 2010 

Report commentMy daughter rang me to assure me that she is not p reid and I apoligised to her. She has sensibly advised me to keep on blogging and to ignore and rise above people who personally attack bloggers. I will heed my daughters very sensible advice and to you P Reid, I have reported your comments to the moderator as they had nothing to do with the subject matter on this blog which I think you will appreciate. Your comments about me I fully accept, you are entitled to your opinions. I would just advis you about slanderous accusations such as fraud as they can end up in court so please choose your words carefully in future. I wish you well in everything you do. Thank you for your support of me "Appalled" and will continue to comment on this very worthwhile campaign as I hope you all do. Personally I would like to see more SGT's posting as it is for them that this campaign is about, thanks to Coinneach and all his hard work.

"Madge"

24th October 2010 

Report comment

Thanks Martha for rectifying that. And I accept your apology, glad to be on speaking terms again! I do not make a habit of commenting on forums. I did take part on Kens discussion forum for educational reasons and of course to support you. If I feel strongly about something, I will indeed, in my own way try to help. I truely hope you will keep up your good work and not let anyone keep you from speaking from your heart and speaking up for the travellers of Scotland or anywhere else for that matter! Good on you!! At least you have guts eh? :-D

"Appalled" I realise your coments were for someone else but you thought it was me. However, as you mentioned me personally, I would like to let you in on my situation for what it's worth. I am researching travellers in scotland for educational purposes. I am studying criminology and psychological studies and that incudes essays in social justice. The SGT situation, I feel, is an excellent subject to research. 

As for your coments on me wishing to fall out with everyone on Kens discussion forum, I feel that is a bit OTT. I put my points across and was met with Kens own nazi references or completely ignored. If this is how forums work then fine but I do not think I was offensive at all. I thought I brought a new dimension to the discussion with my SGT roots and Settled Community upbringing and how I personally could view the situation from both sides and from an unbiased opinion. I thought this was a good thing. 

I think George Hunter(I hope you dont mind me mentioning you here George) and I both felt the nazi references were a tad offensive to the settled community and did try in our own ways to put this across. I still believe that referring to the settled community as "nazis" is out of order and not helping what so ever. I do hope you can can re consider this. 

People like me, though you may bang your head are only trying to help but must speak up when accused of being akin to nazis. Would you not agree? If not then it is a case of tit for tat. you call us something, then someone will call you something. Akin to the playground?

As a sufferer of PTSD, yes I did have an issue with police as my mother said, but this was due to flashbacks/nightmares etc. My career there would most likely be out of the question now. A "stigma" even they may hold aginst me. 

My mother Martha was big enough and human enough to apologise "Appalled", may I ask the same of you?

Regards and keep up the good work Martha et al

Best wishes

marjie

Martha Stewart

24th October 2010 

Report comment

Thank you Madge, it is thanks to the likes of Ken MacLennan and Coinneach that we have the opportunity to discuss important issues regarding the SGT's such as we have here. 

I am very aware of the fact that not everyone can understand the culture of the SGT's. Perhaps through blogs such as this one and the e-petition that recently was submitted by Ken people will get an insight to the very real issues that SGT's face each and everyday. Some of them are not very palatable but in essence that is what they are up against today, yesterday and by the looks of things tomorrow as well. 

Perhaps with understanding will come acceptance, not overnight obviously but in time, acceptance that the SGT's are entitled to live their lives as they have done so for hundreds of years. Their lives are by their very nature nomadic and should remain thus wherever possible. They shoud be able to go about their everyday lives without fear of discrimination on a local and national level. Their culture accepted and appreciated. We can all learn from each other, if we want to.

SGT's have a lot to offer the settled community by their diverse culture and vice versa. Cultural diversity is accepted as the norm in most countries now and I welcome it. Whilst validating our own cultural lives it should in turn also validate others. No culture is or should be regarded as inferior to another, lessons learn from the past is the treatment of the Gaels from the West Highlands and Islands which I mentioned on an earlier post. Every culture has something to offer if you are open minded enough to see it. The SGT's culture is no different. 

Liz Marshall

24th October 2010 

Report comment

I was so disappointed and angry at looking at this blog today. I know I am Martha's sister and even if I was not I would feel the same for anyone who received the message from p reid yesterday. The slur on Martha s character by p reid was totally unjustified. Martha has devoted a lot of time to the SGT cause not to gain anything for herself but like me she cares about our parents and regret the abominable way they were treated and ultimately us as children. Does anyone wish to see Martha and my birth certificates to prove we are SGT's. I have not commented much but an average intelligent human such as myself realises that personally vindictive, cruel and totally untrue blogs are not what this petition is about. I cannot say very much more but good luck Coinneach and to SGT and settled people we are all human beings with feelings.

Martha Stewart

24th October 2010 

Report comment

In case anyone thinks I have rallied the troops fear not. 

But it is the nature of my particular SGT family at any rate although I think it goes across the board that if you fall out with one member of a Gypsy Traveller Family, you tend to find that you fall out with them all. On a lighter note it makes a change for us from fallling out with each other!!! As all families do from time to time. 

Thank you Liz for your unexpected comment. I see you are becoming quite the whiz kid on the keyboard. May I suggest because of this that you do not stop commenting on this issue as you have as much if not more to say about the situation of the SGT's especially regarding the fall out from the '50s and '60s where children were snatched from a culture that they would have inherited to a culture which they were indoctrinated into. I make no apology for the terminology I use here which ever way you wrap it up it comes out the same. Having said that the settled culture allowed me to go on to higher education and some of the values of the settled community I hold very dear and always will. Likewise some of the aspects of SGT culture do not hold any interest for me. That's life and that is what being human is all about. But the nomadic aspect of the SGT's I hold very dear and will continue to campaign for the right to live a nomadic for all SGT's if they so wish. It is their right.

I will alway's maintain that to take a child out of one culture before it has learned that culture and place it in an alien culture is not good practice. Genetics will out. Nature and nurture is the language of social workers but there is something to that. I myself am very much first and foremost a SGT with a settled community outlook on life. Not the other way around. You cannot fit a square peg into a round hole and that adds up the situation of taking one child out of a culture and indoctrinating it with another. Its not safe, its not fair, and certainly not fool proof. We all inherit our dispositions from our parents. Environment plays a part, but that is where the square peg in the round whole is seen at its most obvious. It damages people. 

The sense of belonging is ultimately what makes most children feel safe. Without that sense of belonging you are to all intents and purposes a misplaced person. The insecurities that come with that are enormous and play a very detrimental role in the lives of the children who are affected by it. It cannot be rectified. So dont let it happen. That I believe should be the rule for any culture. I do not agree with people adopting children from other countries and bringing them over here. In the States you have Madonna and Brad Pitts better half (have forgotten her name for the moment but can see her face) have done it and I strongly disagree. Surely if they were that concerned about the children's welfare, they would have been better to put money into the area in which the child lived in order to keep it within his/her own country. Having access to milliions will not neccessarily make these children feel any less displaced when older, Madonna, Angelina et al.

Enough said. Comments please. (nice ones of course)

PK

24th October 2010 

Report comment

I think that genetics/cultural arguements are very much secondery to doing whats best for the child concerned. I think there are basic things every child needs that are quite seperate from the cultural background of the family. Im thinking of things like unconitional love, support, stability and a safe environment. Although I can see that there are aspects of SGT lifestyle that are very attractive, and that would still get love support etc, i dont think it necessarily offers the best environment for a child to grow up in, especially as SGT are very much a minorty group that choose to live very differently from the rest of society. There is a chance that any child brought up in this enviroment will not be prepared to live as the majority do in this country which could prove to be quite damaging. 

It seems to me that the SGT culture can sometimes be very insulure and rather narrow minded without much opportunity for learning and finding out about other cultures, attitudes and ways of life. I realise i am from a different community here but the feeling i get is that people from SGT culture can find their children learning from people outside thier group quite threatening to thier own way of life. This suggests to me that an SGT parent who found themselves with a well rounded openminded child might be more than nervous that they would choose a different lifestyle to thier own parents way. I sometimes get the feeling that SGT parents would even go as far as to actively try to prevent thier kids from becoming more openminded.

I also belive that genetics have no bearing on culture and that any cutural aspects of someones life are learned as they grow up. 

PK

"Madge"

24th October 2010 

Report comment

" 

"I will alway's maintain that to take a child out of one culture before it has learned that culture and place it in an alien culture is not good practice. Genetics will out. Nature and nurture is the language of social workers but there is something to that. I myself am very much first and foremost a SGT with a settled community outlook on life. Not the other way around. You cannot fit a square peg into a round hole and that adds up the situation of taking one child out of a culture and indoctrinating it with another. Its not safe, its not fair, and certainly not fool proof. We all inherit our dispositions from our parents. Environment plays a part, but that is where the square peg in the round whole is seen at its most obvious. It damages people" (Martha Stewart)

I dont agree Martha. You put me out of your culture so to speak, and said to your social work people to place me "anywhere but with the Mitchels", i.e. my dad, aunty and granny, even though they were willing to bring me up. I agree with PK that my genetics have had little to do with my upbringing. The culture you would have brought me up in has had nothing to do with the person I am today. SGTs everywhere may be aghast to learn that I can gather and identify safely, mushrooms to eat and skin, gut and butcher a road killed deer without any gypsy telling me how to!! I can raise froglets, identify rare plants in the woods but thanks to my grandfather on my mothers side (McDowall, Chieif of Forestry Commission in his time) How has genetics taught me all this? I know the inward workings of a calf and can raise them to a great standard hand fed, thanks to my own research and my adoptive father. He aso taught me poisonous plants from edible ones. I can raise livestock, crops, and anything else considered farmwork including welding all thanks to my upbringing. I can do my own home repairs, fix a makeshift tent and survive if stranded in the winter. Without a gypsy in sight. I was brought up on Charlie Allens Couthy Bothy Ballads and can sing them to a tee, also Rabbie Burns poems and all things I got stick at school for for being "teuchter" All thanks to my fairmer da and ma! I can write stories and at school got straight As. I can study for degrees and got As for my last essays aswell. No SGTs involved. I live on benefits due to PTSD and feed myself through nature when times are hard. I fix my own car and get about fine. No gypsy genetics taught me this. ald0c6 

Martha Stewart

25th October 2010 

Report comment

I will answer your post Mr PK on the next blog as it seems I cannot post on this one. Maybe it is full.

Martha Stewart

25th October 2010 

Report commentHello PK,I found your post very interesting and illuminating as you said yourself you do not come from a SGT background. I personally, and it is not the thoughts of all SGT's , think that genetics/cultural issues are a very important part of the make-up of every child. It is the very essence of what makes them feel they belong. To give an instance, whilst living with my foster parents as a child we would all pile into the family car for a drive on a Sunday. It was very pleasant occurrence that the whole family would look forward to each week. Whilst out on in the car we would inevitably come across a Tinker encampment at the side of the road. I am obviously talking about the 1960's here. My parents who never hid the fact from me that I was fostered and from a Travelling background always used to remark about the Tinker encampment that we would pass. I was always left with the feeling of disorientation, a feeling of having a dual nationality if you like. 

Martha Stewart

25th October 2010 

Report commentI have not finished my response to Mr PK as having trouble posting. But will continue to try.

Martha Stewart

25th October 2010 

Report comment

contd 

Iwould have been about 7yrs or 8yrs at this time. Through no fault of their own my dear parents would make remarks to the effect that perhaps the Tinkers on the roadside we had just past could very well be members of my own family. I myself was always glad when we passed the encampment because I actually was frightened of the “Tinkers” despite being told they may be part of my natural family. My parents in their wisdom obviously thought they were being open minded and in many respects they were. But like children everywhere understanding that my parents were trying to let me know my background, I myself did not want to tell them how unsettled and unhappy it made me feel, I kept these feelings to myself as children everywhere are clever enough to do. These people in Tents at the roadside were vilified by the very people (not my parents) I associated with from day to day via school, school friends, bakers, butchers, neighbours ad infinitum. I myself felt I belonged to my foster parents because they told me they had chosen me to be theirs, but at the same time I am being told that in actual fact I belonged to these strange enigmatic people that lived in the woods. Needless to say I was not told anything about their (Tinkers) culture or way of life. Just that these were the Tinkers or Tinkies. And horror of horror I realised that I had an association with them. Children of that era( myself included so that I would fit in with my surrounding please note) used to sing in the playground a song called “Tinkie, tinkie, tarry-bags, Rotten sheen an' aal' rags” I knew that at the age of 7 and 8yrs that they were singing about people that had a connection to me and I also knew that it was a song that put the Tinkers in a position of beggars, thieves and outcasts. It was harmless fun for most of my school chums but it eroded a good bit of my self-confidence and I was petrified of anyone finding out that I had sprung from these maligned and made fun of people. Unlike Stanley and Jess et al I had the protection of a veneer of respectability in being classed as Mr and Mrs ….. daughter. I knew different and the weight of the guilt of knowing that played havoc with my perception of myself. 

Martha Stewart

25th October 2010 

Report comment

cond 

I knew different and the weight of the guilt of knowing that played havoc with my perception of myself. In other words Mr PK I was neither one thing nor the other. I did not belong where I was, and I certainly could never have fitted in where I should have been, not after 7-8years of separation from the family I should have been brought up with. Yes to me Genetics and Culture are indeed a very important part of a child's life. Children are not stupid and unfortunately are much more astute than we give them credit for. Lots and lots of children keep things from their parents as I did for fear of upsetting them and suffer the consequences then, and in later life with chronic low self-esteem etc., I do not for a minute blame my foster parents. They were as much in the dark as I was about the culture and way of life of the Tinkers as they were known then. All I knew was that I began to hate anything to do with them and ultimately when reaching the age of 10yrs hated my natural parents for being outcasts and by them being outcasts making me one to in my own mind. With self-education in the culture of the SGT's I turned around and have for three decades or more now have valued who and what my natural parents stood for. I had to educate myself as no one told me anything about SGT culture. I then found some of my natural family through my own efforts which have settled my inquisitiveness of the SGT culture and brought peace of mind to me. I can now live with myself and know who and what I am. My natural parents would have given me unconditional love had they been given the chance. As did my foster parents bless them. 

Martha Stewart

25th October 2010 
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contd:

Who are you to decide that SGT lifestyle as you put it is not necessarily the best environment. You sound like the welfare officers of old. I do not mean to be offensive but I take umbrage at you deciding that the SGT lifestyle is not the best environment for a child to grow up in. As a non SGT how would you know? Is it better to screw up a child's perception of itself and give it a false sense of identity so when the child grows up it does not feel it belongs anywhere? The SGT child had the security of not only a father and mother who would have loved her but also an extended family of grandparents and aunts and uncles. Something I did not experience with my settled family. The SGT do not choose to live a different lifestyle, they are born into it. It is different from the mainstream in Scotland but it does not make the SGT lifestyle inferior. I cannot think for the life of me why a SGT child should be prepared to live like the majority of mainstream society when it grows up as from where I am sitting it has a perfectly good culture of its own thank you very much. Would you ask and Asian or Chinese, or Pakistani, or Indian or Muslim to give up their culture in this country to “fit in” with mainstream society.. This is the very sentiments that caused the “ethnic cleansing” of my people who are indigenous to this country back in the 1950's and 1960's. The culture of the SGT's I agree are very insular because of an inherited mistrust and paranoid of mainstream society. Perhaps they might take their kids from them the minute they are not looking because they do not and will not conform.I do agree Mr PK that someone's life is learned as they grow up, but what worries me is whose cultural values are being learned. No one's cultural values are any more important than anyone else's and that is where a lot of the problem lies. Always the dominant culture thinks they have got it right. The SGT learn a great deal more about other cultures because we are on the move all the time. Instead of sitting in their respective houses watching the box at night, the SGT's are being shifted from one end of the country to the other and whilst being some of the most observant people in this country they take in everything that is going on in any environment they take in everything about them as much for security reasons for themselves as being intelligent human beings who are interested in their immediate vicinity. Travel broadens the mind Mr PK, do try it sometime, we do it all the time whether we are ready to hit the road or not.I think the SGT's have a very open mind regarding their children, but I have to agree with some aspects of your sentiments here Mr PK that SGT's do feel threatened with family who get educated. That is to be understood. It not only happens with SGT's but has happened within other cultures whose main lifestyle is that of an oral lifestyle. My auntie in Huntly bless her still does not get my degree in any shape or form. I only mentioned it once to her but thankfully she accepts me as her niece and is glad of the interest I take in my family. Education can mean authority to SGT's and through history authority has not looked kindly on them. Don't worry Mr PK SGT parents could never prevent a child of their own from being open minded, we are far too wilful for that and they know it lol. Thank you for your post it gives us an insight to the perception of us from some of the settled community. I hope we do the same for you. 

Liz Marshall

25th October 2010 
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I feel very much that it is nature and nurture. Environmental facts and up-bringing can shape our destinys or characters but deep in our souls characteristics follow. I have at all times felt abandoned. I have a fiery temper from the Stewart's and a great need for justice. I was brought up in the care system all my childhood, experienced varies homes, foster parents, education etc., but none of these people involved shaped my character. I was clean and fed as was necessary, no love was shown, I was extremely insecure, with no confidence or self esteem. I knew I was a Tinkers child and was continually belittled because of it. I attended a boarding school, a girl's convent, a girls home for wayward children, I rebelled against everything. My sister Martha does not settle well, she has the Gypsy wanderlust, happiest when she is out in the country on the road. I firmly believe one does learn different things but in ones heart we belong where we belong.

"enlightened"

25th October 2010 
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Like P Reid said some people cannot work and I applaud your honesty Marjii. There is nothing to be ashamed of in being incapacitated throgh illness. I think it is great your being so handy in the wild. But surely that is a learned thing. The ability to skin a bunny is not genticly pre-determined is it?
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